
Students in Finland routinely 
outperform their peers within the 
30-nation Organization for Economic 
Co-operation and Development 
(members include the U.S., U.K, Japan, 
Germany, Switzerland and Canada).  In 
fact, their lowest-performing decile of 
students outperforms all international 
peers.  Analysis of Finland’s educational 
system leads to a very simple conclusion 
about the reason for this success: it’s all 
about the teachers.

National Association of 
Independent Schools President 
Pat Basset has said, “Independent 
schools have long known that 
the single most important factor 
for student and school success 
is high-quality faculty… studies 
have shown that if you take pupils 
of average ability and give them 
to teachers deemed in the top fifth 
of their profession, those students 
end up in the top ten percent of 
performers.  Conversely, if you give 
them to teachers from the bottom 
fifth, the students end up at the 
bottom.”  In effect, the quality of an 
education directly correlates to the 
quality of teachers.

At MPFS, teacher quality is top 
priority.  Our faculty are liberal arts 
graduates from competitive and 
selective universities and specialists 
with degrees in the subjects they love 
and teach.  They represent the best and 
brightest who bring an array of talents 
and life experiences, and who want to 
make a difference.  Most have master’s 
degrees, and ALL are passionate about 
education.  

These best and brightest are attracted 
to MPFS because here, they are valued 
as professionals and aren’t expected 
to leave their expertise at the door (no 
high-stakes-testing-mandated-one-size-
fits-all curriculum here!).  MPFS faculty 
observe students carefully, assessing 
their understanding, working style and 
habits of mind in order to select, adjust 
or create curriculum that is appropriate.  

They teach for deep understanding, 
differentiate instruction based on 
what children understand and make 
connections with what kids already 
know. 

Likewise, at MPFS, teachers are part 
of a learning community dedicated 
to growth as professional educators.  
Utilizing each other, literature, curricula 
and the Internet, faculty collaborate 
in small teams and on committees to 
share successful teaching strategies, 
and consider the essential questions: 
“How do we support students?  How 
do we measure academic growth? 
What do we teach at each level?  How 
successfully are we doing it?  Are we 
consistent?  How can we improve?”  
They also participate in independent 
continuing education, observations at 
other schools, peer networks, and in-
service programming which supports 
professional development goals such as 
integrating technology into instruction 
and teaching to multiple intelligences. 

Then there’s the Quaker dimension.  
Teachers at Friends seek for the “light” 
within each child.  Collectively, they 
care deeply about the kinds of people 
students are becoming, and this calls 
for a commitment to knowing each 
student as an individual.  

Where teachers have professional 
support, a shared sense of purpose and 
the freedom to innovate (and where 
the content of their conversation 
is grounded in thinking about how 
students think – intellectually, 
socially and emotionally) great things 

happen for kids.  MPFS teachers make 
great things happen for their students, 
day in and day out, and in doing so, 
they are changing the world.  Simply 
put, MPFS teachers demonstrate every 
day that they are exceptional… without 
exception!

Spring 2009 Narratives of the Magic of MPFS

Teaching Excellence
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mailings. 

Media-Providence Friends School is a PreK-8 Quaker day 
school which provides a rich educational experience where 

academic challenge is combined with the teaching of values.

Printed on recycled paper.

MPFS Updates Its Philosophy 
of Education

“Learning is: constructed, evolving, active, reflective, inquiry-based, cooperative, 
collaborative, dynamic, experiential, skill-based, challenging, interactive, 
sometimes fun, supportive, hard work, a respectful discipline, active listing, 
exciting, multiple interpretations.”

With this list generated in a brainstorming session, so began the updating of MPFS’ 
Philosophy of Education… following is the formal result of our year-long effort:

Media-Providence Friends School is dedicated to creating a community of life-long 
learners who grow in a nurturing environment filled with both academic rigor and 
rich opportunities for character development.  We embrace diversity in all its many 
forms (economic, religious, cultural, racial and academic), challenging students to 
develop a sense of responsibility and respect for all communities while cultivating 
their social, emotional, intellectual, spiritual, creative and physical aspects. 

We emphasize the Quaker belief 
that there is “that of God” in 
every individual and are deeply 
committed to nurturing the light 
and potential within each child.  We 
support children who learn within 
a range of differences in style and 
strengths, working from mastery 
of basic skills to higher order 
thinking, encouraging individual 
responsibility and critical thinking 
throughout the learning process.  

This philosophy is manifested in many ways:

•  While our teaching styles incorporate both teacher-directed and hands-on 
learning, modeling and teaching through example are at the core of our pedagogy.  
Research-based, innovative, creative, and collaborative approaches to teaching 
and learning guide our work. 

•  Independent thinking, resilience, and self-reliance are intentionally fostered in a 
safe and caring environment where students exercise choice, build confidence, 
discover more about themselves through reflection, take risks in learning, sustain 
their curiosities, and explore and consider lessons.

•  We appreciate the varied backgrounds of our students and strongly believe that 
each student should feel included and respected.  Teaching at MPFS reflects 
a respect for a variety of learning styles and the differentiation of lessons is a 
common practice.

•  We strive to stimulate creative inquiry and critical judgment, while fostering 
balance between individual learning and achievement and the growth and respect 
that comes through interaction with others within the classroom as well as the 
broader community

•  In addition to preparing students for future success, it is our hope that they will 
leave MPFS with a commitment to improving the lives of others and the world 
at large.
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How best to demonstrate MPFS faculty’s professional 
dedication?  We took the words right out of their mouths 
(or, in some cases, their report card narratives)… 

T. Roger, Math Coordinator, Middle 
School Math Teacher: “Learning is not 

about how fast you can get there.  At 

MPFS, we’re aiming beyond mastery of 

mechanics… we’re seeking profound 
learning in students.  It’s about tapping 

kids’ different modalities, challenging 

them with ‘side trips’ when they’re ready and revisiting 

problems in different ways to help them make new 

connections and solidify their conceptual understanding.  

It’s about growth, not ‘completion’… because there’s 

always another piece of understanding.”

T. Michelle, Third Grade Teacher: 

“We ask students to reflect, incorporate 

feedback and establish some learning 

goals for themselves beyond our own.  

It’s no different for us as teachers.  Each 

student we encounter is different; the 

dynamics of each class are different; 

there’s always new research on the way the brain learns.  

Teaching is a process of constant monitoring of what 

works, tweaking and learning.  It’s time well spent.  We’re 

effectively modeling the behaviors of life-long learning, 

which is ultimately our goal for students.”

T. Christy, Kindergarten Teacher: “It’s 

normal for children to be at different 

places in their learning so it’s important 

to differentiate lessons for individual 

challenge.  We frequently use “workshop” 

formats for reading, writing and math 

for precisely this purpose.  After a mini-

lesson, children spend time practicing and working at their 

own level on “have-to” tasks or tasks that have elements 

of choice.  They may work independently, conference one 

on one with the teacher about strategies and techniques, 

or problem-solve with peers who often offer perspectives 

which spark new directions and connections.” 

T. Jim, Fourth/Fifth Grade Teacher and 

Middle School Soccer/Basketball Coach: 

“My goal as a coach and teacher is the 

same: I’m looking for students to strive 

to do their best, whether they’re in my 

class or on my team.  As a coach, though, 

I sometimes play the role of an older 

sibling or mentor and have an opportunity to teach lessons 

in responsibility, restraint, persistence and discipline from a 

‘different place’.  When the lines of communication open in 

those ways, the opportunities for learning are endless.” 

T. Lisa, PreK-4 Teacher: “We infuse 

Social Studies into our activities on 

a daily basis to reinforce the sense of 

community in our classroom because 

children learn best when they are known 

and feel safe.  Early on, we give special 

attention to learning about the individuals 

who make up our class.  This knowledge lends itself to 

building a sense of class identity and unity, to thinking 

about what friendship is, and to considering what it means 

to be an individual within a larger community.”

T. Heather, Kindergarten Teacher:  “It’s 

critical to be able to go deep into a topic 

that has captured the imaginations of 

students because when they participate 

in the process of discovery, true learning 

takes place.  Last year, my students were 

faced with a dilemma after we read a 

story about a boy who was about to kill an ant until the ant 

pleaded with him not to.  We discussed whether the boy 

should kill the ant, or not, which lead to the question ‘What 

do we know about ants?’  So, we went outside and gathered 

some ants to observe through magnifying boxes.  Then 

we made a list of questions about ants and used a variety 

of resources to answer those questions over the course of 

several days.  At the end of the unit, we went back to the 

story that started our quest.  As result of our delving deeper, 

many of the students changed their opinion about ending the 

ant’s life.”

Teachers: The Font of All Wisdom… Literally!
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Head to Head
Outgoing Head, Lynn Oberfield, and Incoming Head 
Earl Sissell (of late, Computer and 7th Grade Humanities 
Teacher), both arrived at MPFS in 2000.  Since then, 
they’ve come to know and respect each other.  Before the 
“passing of the torch”, Communications Director Janice 
Peterson sat the two of them down to chat… 

JP:  Earl, in the last nine years, what changes have you 
seen at MPFS?

ES:  Where to begin?!  We’ve seen over 2 million dollars 
invested in facilities, our curriculum has been refreshed 
and mapped, we’re in solid financial shape and we’ve 
raised our visibility.  We’re ideally poised to leverage 
these strengths as we round the corner on a new decade. 

JP:  Lynn, how has Earl been woven in to the nine last 
years?

LO:  Earl’s involvement in our curriculum mapping 
with Nancy, in the accreditation process, Summer 
Friends, and Friends Council’s Leadership Cohort have 
given him a deep knowledge of Friends education and 
appreciation for the challenges which lie ahead.  Ensuring 
long-term sustainability and clarity of philosophy while 
honoring mission, history and pedagogical leanings give 
all Heads an ache!  His clearness about the connection 
between curriculum and technology will really inform the 
implementation of our Strategic Plan.  

JP:  Earl, why did you come to MPFS?

ES:  MPFS is a remarkable place which I am honored 
to lead.  When I joined the faculty, Sonia and I initially 
envisioned Elena and Margot attending preschool here 
before transferring to public school.  It didn’t take us long 
to see that MPFS was the school and that there would be 
no transferring.  It’s an investment whose dividends are 
apparent.  We can see the values of the school in action 
and that our children are known and thriving because of it.  

LO:  This school is truly unique.  We’re specialists 
who really “get” young children, pre-adolescents and 
adolescents, we push students to meet high expectations, 
and we insist on living in Quaker community.  Our size is 
key to this identity and facilitates our mission.  

ES:  I agree.  There are things that are going happen in 
childhood: arguments, teasing, etc.  Here, we have the 
ability to address them, empowering kids to self-advocate 
and helping them to understand the impact of their words 
and choices.  That kind of discussion doesn’t happen 
everywhere.  

LO:  Sure.  It’s not that we’re perfect.  We 
just don’t ignore it.  We’re seeking to build community 
from the get go, teaching emotional intelligence in the 
preschool, stewardship of the Earth in Kindergarten…

ES:  …things that flow from the Quaker principles which 
guide all we do.  Those are the values that kept us here. 

JP:  Lynn, what has the last year been like for the two of 
you? 

LO:  We’ve spent the past year together in Board 
meetings, Finance Committee meetings, ADVIS 
meetings, Friends Council meetings, faculty meetings, 
parent meetings, Advancement Committee meetings (to 
name a few!).  It’s helped make for a smooth transition. 

ES:  (laughs) Yes, there have been a few meetings, 
haven’t there?!  It’s been a real boon to have this time, 
though.  

JP:  What’s Earl facing, Lynn? 

LO:  There’s a lot of excitement ahead!  Thankfully 
we’re way out in front of the “reform curve” which has 
schools starting to emphasize skills for the 21st century 
workplace: critical thinking, innovation, teamwork, the 
ability to problem-solve.  Those are the things MPFS has 
been doing for decades! 

ES:  That’s right.  We can focus on the next level of 
higher order thinking which calls students to synthesize, 
empathize, design, contextualize and find meaning.  We’re 
moving from the “Information Age” to the “Conceptual 
Age” and kids will need entirely different abilities to 
succeed. 

LO: That’s the great thing about education: your work is 
never done! 
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The weather was beautiful for 
May 16th’s Farewell Gathering 
for Lynn Oberfield.  Following 
are photos and excerpts from 
former Head Bob Vitalo’s 
keynote address. 

“There is nothing quite like being 
the Head of a small Friends 
school.  The small Friends 
school always has to prove itself.  
And Lynn has proved beyond a 
shadow of a doubt that MPFS 
has its own special place.” 

“A few words for incoming Head, Earl Sissell: the world would say that 
places like MPFS should not exist - where kids and best practices come before 
any material consideration.  But every day, you will prove them wrong; you 
will have a deeper impact on more people and be a positive force in more 
ways than you could ever imagine.  You have everyone’s good wishes  
and support.”

“Lynn, you may be leaving but 
the work you have performed 
here continues.  Look at your 
faculty; look into the faces of 
your students.  Your dedication 
and love goes and grows in all 
of these teachers, children and 
families whose lives you have 
helped to shape.  So, far from 
being an end, I would say that 
your work is only beginning.”

Lynn,  
from all of us who love  

Media-Providence  
Friends School,  
thank you for all  

that you have done.

New Website 
Launches 
Containing a wealth of information 
for prospective families considering 
our “gem of a school”, the new and 
improved  www.mpfs.org  also 
features content for those who are 
already a part of our community, 
including photo galleries, interactive 
calendars, news, online giving, a 
staff directory, “update us” forms, 
and document libraries (registration 
forms, permission slips, reading 
packets, back issues of Dragon 
Tales, etc.).  Designed to be an easy-
to-use content repository to enhance 
school communications, it will also 
reduce our environmental impact 
by decreasing weekly and monthly 
paper correspondence to school 
families.  Password protected Parent 
and Student Portals greatly facilitate 
this aim.

We welcome you to visit our new 
site and encourage you to come back 
often as it’s updated weekly.  Tour 
www.mpfs.org today… and let us 
know how you fare!

Farewell, T. Lynn

Former Head Bob Vitalo, Lynn Oberfield 

and Clerk of the Board Harry Shreckengast

Parents, students, alumni, faculty, Meeting members and friends of the school came to celebrate Lynn’s nearly 30-year involvement with MPFS

Mayor of Media, Bob McMahon, 

presented a Borough council 

proclamation honoring T. Lynn

Director of Development Phyllis Mincer greets Anne Barney, an alum from the 1930’s



Profiles in Philanthropy
Media-Providence Friends School has attracted students and 
families from a wide geographic area for over 130 years.  The 
Ehleiter family of Lancaster County represents perhaps the 
“farthest flung” family in recent history: from 1998-2001, John, 
Deb and their son Jake were unrivaled in their claim to “longest 
commute from home to school and back.”

John, then a professor at West Chester University, and Deb, 
a teacher in the public school system, had sent Jake to West 
Chester Friends School for his elementary years.  They hoped 
to continue his middle school education 
at a Friends institution and were thrilled 
to learn of MPFS.  Although attending 
would mean traveling close to an hour 
and a half each way, the Ehleiters 
decided to investigate the school. 

All three members of the family knew 
MPFS was the right environment as 
soon as they stepped on campus.  Deb 
recognized it to be a community where 
individuals were respected.  Observing 
the students and discussing the 
curricula with teachers during that first 
visit, she could see that the academics being taught were 
“top notch.”  As a teacher in a public school, Deb says what she 
saw that day “made her wish kids in public schools had the social 
and academic opportunities that MPFS students had.”

Jake quickly acclimated to his new school.  T. Nancy and T. 
Bonnie are just two of the teachers that Deb feels had a profound 
impact on her son.  As Deb explains, “T. Nancy gave Jake the 

space he needed to learn, and T. Bonnie took him under her 
wing and gave him the chance to assist her in the after school 
program.”

When Deb and John think back on MPFS, they appreciate 
the strong “sense of self” the school instilled in their son and 
believe the foundation he received here was instrumental in 
Jake’s academic performance in high school and college.  Jake 
graduated from Franklin and Marshall College in June with dual 
degrees in Religion and Anthropology and will be heading to 
graduate school at the University of Chicago this fall for his MS 

in the History of Religion.  He hopes 
one day to follow in his father’s 
footsteps and become a college 
professor.

As for Deb and John, they continue 
to be solid friends of MPFS, 
visiting periodically with Jake and 
consistently supporting the Annual 
Fund. They recently established a 
Charitable Gift Annuity with MPFS 
as well.  When asked what motivated 
them to take this philanthropic step 
long after their son graduated,  Deb 

remarks, “We appreciate the education our son received at  
MPFS and know that this Annuity will benefit many students in 
the future.  Media-Providence Friends School is truly a unique 
place… we hope that more alumni parents will remember the 
exceptional foundation their children received as students here 
and will do what they can to sustain this wonderful school.”
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The 1876 Society (named for the year 
Media Friends School was established) 
was created to honor those who have 
provided long-term gift planning in 
order to support future generations of 
MPFS students. 

The following individuals have made 
MPFS a priority in their charitable 
giving. Their gifts have come through 
bequests, charitable gift annuities, trusts 
and other vehicles.  More importantly, 
their gifts have come from their hearts 
and extend to many children.  We are 
deeply grateful for their generosity.

Alice Pennell Allen* Katherine* & William* Camp Nancy C. DeMis & Bruce Turetsky
Geraldine Donovan Marian D. Elkinton June Evans
George Forsythe Susan K. Garrison Bancroft “Bink” Haviland*
Bruce E. Hunt Murry Engle Lauser* Manley and Phyllis Mincer 
Emily R. Myers Paul Ness Lynn and Bill Oberfield
Mary H.*& William D. Ravdin William K. Scull  Doris E. Tirado
Louise Wells* Althea & Douglas Whyte

*deceased

If you have named MPFS beneficiary of a deferred gift but your name is not listed above, we 
welcome you to the 1876 Society and urge you to contact us so that you can be recognized.  
If you have not arranged for a planned gift but would like more information, please contact 
Phyllis Mincer, Director of Development, 610.565.1960 x106 or pmincer@fox.mpfs.org.



The Class of 2004 –  
“Oh, the Places They’ve Gone” 
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Each year, anticipating their futures beyond MPFS, our eighth graders send care 
packages to MPFS alumni who were eighth graders 5 years prior and are now college 
freshmen!  Many package recipients wrote back to share favorite MPFS memories and 
advice regarding the move to high school.  Here’s what the Class of 2004 is up to:

Francis Lora is at Cornell University, majoring in Engineering; Kellie Carle is 
pursuing a degree in English/Creative Writing at Old Dominion University; Megan 
Colgan is a dual major in English and Education at West Chester University; Gary 
DeVuono is at Millersville University studying Business; Adrian Ferraro-Varvoutis 
is at Drexel majoring in Mechanical Engineering; Alex Garfinkel is at Oregon’s 
Lewis and Clark College studying Biology and Fine Arts; David Gilbert took a gap 
year to intern at a school in Costa Rica and will be heading to Earlham College in 
the fall; Brittany Gordon is a Private at Fort Jackson, South Carolina; Jasmine Hyatt 
is studying Journalism at Northwestern University; Alex Jaunzemis, like pal David, 
is taking a gap year before he’s off to Marlboro College in Vermont next fall; Corin 
Johnson is studying Spanish and Linguistics at Swarthmore College; Keiyona Jones 
is taking part in the pre-nursing program at Rosemont College before completing her 
degree at Drexel; Elliott Robertson is at Eastern University majoring in Communications and Broadcasting; Aaron Summers is 
pursuing a degree in Business at St. Joseph University; and, Chris Whitley is a film major at the University of the Arts.

Alumni Focus: Martin Hunt

Kellie Carle and Megan Colgan relived their 
“glory days” at the Farewell Gathering for  
T. Lynn

Martin Hunt, Media Friends School 
Class of 1979, credits his early 
Quaker school education with 
providing the academic base that 
eased the rigors of college and 
graduate school.  As he attended two 
of the nation’s most selective post-

secondary institutions, this is no small praise… 

Martin earned his undergraduate degree in Economics from 
Swarthmore College, and then his MBA from Harvard Business 
School.  While earning his graduate degree, he worked with 
management professor Michael Porter on path-breaking 
research that led to the founding of Initiative for a Competitive 
Inner City, a national not-for-profit which seeks to promote 
economic prosperity in America’s inner cities through private 
sector engagement.  

Since graduating from Harvard, Martin has served in leadership 
positions with several FORTUNE 500 companies in the areas 
of competition and strategy.  Today, Martin is the Managing 
Director of HWI Partners, a private equity firm he founded in 
Wilmington, Delaware, and Chairman and CEO of Custom 
Cable Industries, Inc.  He also serves on the boards of Custom 
Cable, HWI Technologies and the Knowledge Express 
Company, and is the co-author of The History of African-
American Business. 

Martin believes that the nurturing environment he encountered 
at MPFS during his formative years allowed him to grow into 
his potential and counts the school as the most significant 
contributor to his personal development.  He states, “Education 
is the single most important gift that parents can give their 
children.  A positive early academic experience like I had at 
MPFS, more so than any other factor, is what gives rise to 
productive, happy, intelligent adults.”  Martin also attributes 
much of his worldview to the Quaker values he learned here, 
noting, “MPFS gave me an appreciation for how to live and 
taught me to value everyone as a unique person.”

For Martin, MPFS was a second home -- almost literally with 
siblings, cousins and an uncle attending alongside him.  He 
notes that T. Ginger had a profound influence upon him, fondly 
recalling camping trips to her lodge in West Virginia, and 
attributes his subsequent success in school to T. Veronica’s 
encouragement and extra attention in his earliest years.  As he 
recounts memories of school days, he reflects, “MPFS teachers 
taught me to love people, learning and living.”

Martin is pleased that family ties to MPFS have been sustained 
for another generation of relatives: his nephews, Isaiah and 
Noah Warren, are students here! 
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Summer Friends Camps Begin - June 22   •   Family Swim Party - August 27 
First Day of School - September 9

Meet Teacher Nancy - Middle School Coordinator,  
Humanities & Quakerism Teacher
Adolescents and 
their hormones 
aren’t everyone’s 
cup of tea but 
they’re right up 
Teacher Nancy 

Allison’s alley, if she’ll forgive a mixing 
of metaphors.  Having previously taught 
other ages, Nancy says she wouldn’t go 
back: “Middle schoolers’ optimism and 
energy are contagious – they keep me 
young!”

24 years ago, Nancy happened upon an 
ad for a Social Studies/English teacher in 
the ‘Town Talk’.  “I was the Director of 
Concord Friends Nursery School at the 
time.  The ad caught my eye because a 
friend had left a job at a Quaker school, 
was sorry about it and was looking to 
return.  I called to find out about the job 
for my friend and spoke to Bob Vitalo, 
then Head at MPFS.  It sounded so 

interesting that I decided to apply for 
myself!”  Boy, are we glad she did!

Drawn to teaching because she was “a 
product of the 60’s and wanted to change 
the world”, Nancy has helped a generation 
of young people recognize their potential 
to have a positive impact upon the world 
through the choices they make.  She 
often hears from former students, and 
their parents, about how MPFS was a 
pivotal place in their lives.  She remarks, 
“The world needs graduates like ours: 
thoughtful researchers, communicators 
and collaborators whose learning has been 
purposeful and who assert themselves and 
take responsibility for others.”  

Nancy appreciates the close community 
at MPFS, especially amongst her fellow 
middle school teachers whom she 
describes as “a wonderful team who have 
their fingers on the pulse of what is going 
on in students’ lives and whose collegial 

interaction results in great teaching.”  A 
frequent observer at other area schools, 
she believes that the support students have 
for one another, and that parents have for 
faculty makes MPFS unique. 

T. Nancy holds a degree in secondary 
education from Temple with graduate 
work at St. Joseph’s University, 
the Governor’s School and Penn’s 
International School, but counts her life 
experiences and raising her children Scott 
and Samantha among her most notable 
teaching credentials.  Together with her 
husband Clark, she enjoys spending time 
with grandchildren Sophie and Zach and 
visiting flea markets.  As one might expect 
of a Humanities teacher, Nancy is an avid 
reader, and collector of antique books (for 
their period perspectives on the world). 

T. Nancy, we’ll take another 24 years of 
your perspective, please! 

IMPORTANT DATES: 


