
Amazing things transpire in MPFS 
classrooms each day as students from 
all walks of life learn, play and grow up 
together. While it would be impossible 
to convey what the experience of being 
here for schooling is like in 5 pages, 
the following “composite day” presents 
a view into our learning community, 
showing how students learn the skills 
required for success in the 21st century 
and become the seeds of peace our 
world needs. 

Students arrive by bus, 
car, train, trolley and on 

foot, greeting each other on the 
playground with smiles, happy 
to begin their school day with 
friends. Preschool students make 
their way to their classrooms with 
their parents, placing lunchboxes 
and jackets in their cubbies before 
joining classmates in  favorite play 
centers. Meanwhile, middle school 
students head directly to the Social 
Room, each carrying a 36”x36” tri-
fold, the end result of month-long 
Math project which challenged them 
to find and photograph 12 man-made 
or natural geometric figures from a 
list of 54 options.  As they arrange 
their tri-folds in an exhibit for the 
entire school community to tour, 
snippets of animated conversation are 
overheard: “Wow, cool tessellation 
of polygons!” (a honeycomb),  “I’d 
never thought about my eye having 
concentric circles before.” and 
“Eewww, shelf fungus arcs!”.

Downstairs, the Preschoolers 
begin their day. In T. Merril’s 

PreK-3, students are settled in to 

Morning Circle where they say hello, sing 
familiar songs, review what’s in store in 
the busy day ahead, share insights and ask 
questions about topics important to them. 
They’re also building counting skills and 
mathematical connections as they review 
the calendar and are guided with such 
prompts as “How many days are left until 
we celebrate Dr. Suess’s birthday?” Next 
door in the PreK-4 classroom, Morning 
Gathering wraps up and T. Lisa and T. 
Cheryl introduce a new unit  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
on  friendship which has students 
considering how to make friends, how 
to be a friend, and what to do when 
there is a conflict between friends. 
Everyone is intently studying pictures 
of groups of children that T. Lisa 
holds up and taking turns discussing 
their observations about what is 
happening in each scene. This activity 
gives students ideas to employ in real 
life friendship situations. 

Meanwhile, having deposited their 
backpacks in their lockers, placed their 
lunch orders and listened to the day’s 
announcements in their homeroom, 
half of the Eighth graders walk down 
the hallway to the Science lab where 
they’ve been exploring cells. Today, 
as a final assessment, they’re creating 
edible versions of plant and animal 
cells out of jello, fruit leather, M-n-M’s, 
marshmallows and craisins. If they can 
pass a one-on-one oral exam with T. Daryl, 
students can eat their cells! The other half 
of the class is off to the Computer lab 
to work in teams on their Lego Robots. 
They’re programming them to compete 
in a spirited-yet-friendly culminating 
challenge that requires critical thinking and 
collaboration as they brainstorm the best 
possible designs and solve the inevitable 
bugs that arise in their code work.     

Outside, the Second grade 
is lined up on Third Street 

in front of the school. Each student 
is carrying a clipboard and pencil.  T. 
Betty explains that they’re going into 
Media on an “Adjective Walk” (they 
brainstormed yesterday to decide just 
what an adjective actually is, arriving 
at the standard “a word that describes a 
person, animal, thing or place”). They’re 
to write down adjectives in their 
Personal Spelling Dictionaries as they 
think of/see them on their walk to use in 
Writer’s Workshop later in the day.  Not 
too far into the walk, the children have 
a revelation: some of the nouns found 
on an earlier “Noun Walk” can be used 
as adjectives too!  Chocolate is a noun 
when it’s piece of candy at Deals but it’s 
also an adjective that describes a kind of 
cake at  
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In writing his book The Global Achievement Gap, education expert Tony 
Wagner interviewed CEOs, CFOs and CTOs of the country’s most successful 
companies and observed hundreds of classes in the nation’s most highly regarded 
public schools. He discovered a profound disconnect between what employers 
are looking for in young people today and what the schools were providing.  
Instead of teaching students essential competencies, the schools were focused on 
preparing students to answer multiple choice test questions, and in the process, 
creating a generation of students learning to ‘do school’ rather than the habits of 
mind they really need to succeed.

So, what skills do executives believe today’s students need? Wagner enumerates 
them as follows: Critical Thinking & Problem Solving; Collaborating Across 
Networks & Leading by Influence; Agility & Adaptability; Initiative & 
Entrepreneurialism; Effective Oral & Written Communication; Ability to Access 
& Analyze Information; and Curiosity & Imagination.

Interestingly, at the root of every one of these skills is the ability to ask good 
questions: What’s the problem and why is it important? How do others perceive 
this issue? What are the variables that can be changed? What’s the best way to 
effect a change? Who can help and what do they need to know? What are the next 
steps to implement this idea? What if…?

For Quakers, that questioning is vital is no surprise.  Since the 17th century, 
they’ve been the quintessential “seekers of truth.”  Not satisfied with the status 
quo, they believe in ongoing revelation and employ “Queries” in Meeting to 
guide reflection and open minds to new possibilities, different perspectives 
and alternatives to conventional wisdom.  It doesn’t stop at the question either 
-- Quakers emphasize 
responsibility and action.  
These very same approaches 
and principles inform Friends 
schools’ philosophies, fostering 
environments where inquiry, 
open communication and 
agency enable students to grow 
together as they discern truth 
for themselves through a wide 
range of experiences. 

Work, learning and citizenship 
in the 21st century demand 
that we all have the ability 
to think – to reason, analyze, 
weigh evidence and problem 
solve – to collaborate, innovate 
and communicate effectively.  
Friends schools have been 
preparing students with those 
skills for 400 years, MPFS for 
134 of them.
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Seven Stones Cafe. This discovery is 
added to their ever-growing “mental 
grammar tool kits” alongside known 
spelling patterns, syllabication constructs, 
definitions and phonetic rules/exceptions.

The 19-student seventh grade 
splits into two groups.  One 

is off to the Art studio where they’re 
learning about Design, and the other 
to Spanish where they’re wrapping up 
a unit on Foods (always popular with 
middle schoolers whose stomachs are 
often the fastest paths to their brains!).  
Students are creating restaurant jingles 
en Espanol, recording them using a Flip 
video camera, and loading them onto the 
7th Grade Spanish Glog – an interactive 
web poster that helps reinforce their 
Spanish vocabulary. In Art, T. Karen asks 
the students to look around them and 
think about how design influences their 
lives every day, sparking a discussion 
which continues throughout the entire 
class while students work in groups to 
take an ordinary object, change it in 
one way to make it more appealing, 
functional or sustainable, build a 
prototype model of their redesigned 
object, and create an advertisement or 
packaging to accompany it.

Upstairs above them, the two 
Kindergarten classes are co-mingling 
for a Math Workshop focusing on 
the concept of comparing, working 
to develop concrete and abstract 
understanding of  “more,” “less” and “the 
same.” Children move between the two 
classrooms either with partners or solo to 
investigate activities which reinforce the 
concept they’ve been studying. Today’s 
activities include graphing the number 
of letters in their names, comparing the 
heights of block towers, measuring the 
circumference of their heads with string 
and using the string as a non-standard 
unit of measurement to find things that 
are the same, longer or shorter. The 
workshop format allows children to 

work at their own level, being gently 
challenged and questioned by the teacher 
or problem solving with peers.  

In the main building, Fourth 
graders can be found in 3 

small groups with Teachers Melissa, 
Jim and Shirley in “Lit Circles” -- 
book discussion groups modeled after 
adult groups. Each child has a copy of  
Freedom’s Wings or Flying 
Free, historically-based fictional 
diary accounts about a fugitive 
slave family. Students sharpen 
comprehension skills through analysis 
and evaluation as they reflect on 
findings from the week’s assigned 
chapters. Different students lead 
different aspects of Circle, one 
soliciting others’ perspectives, 
another identifying connections 
to articles the class read about the 
Underground Railroad in Social 
Studies, to the prior trimester’s 
explorations of contemporary 
constitutional freedoms, as well as to 
a recent classroom visit from  
T. Gerry who recounted her 
experiences as a participant in Dr. 
King’s historic March on Washington. 

 Back in the PreK-3 
classroom, School 

Counselor T. Laura is presenting a 
Group Guidance lesson that is enabling 
these youngest MPFS students to learn 
to take safe risks in trying new foods. 
They’re tasting banana, mango, papaya 
and pomegranate, and recording their 
“star rating” of the fruit from 1 to 5 
using star stickers in their personal 
“Fruit Book.”  Each page has a picture 
of the fruit they tasted, colored by them 
as it really looked.  

In the third grade classroom, students 
are engaged in a lively Book Club 
discussion that has them delving into 
Yang the Third and Her Impossible 
Family, a selection which ties into the 

lower school’s exploration of Asia in 
Social Studies. The book’s narrator 
describes herself as having “thick skin,” 
an expression that strikes the curious 
3rd graders as odd (“Only adults get 
calluses and she’s only 8!”). By re-
reading the paragraphs preceding and 
following the phrase, the students find 
the clues they need to determine its 
meaning. This recognition of the need to 
stop and understand what’s being read 
and that two small words can unveil an 
important characteristic demonstrates 
that students are no longer just learning 
to read, but making the transition to 
“reading to learn.”

Inside the newest building on campus, 
half of T. Emily’s First graders are 
busy working on “Small Moment” 
writing.  They’re taking a focused 
vignette from real life and telling as 
much as possible about the time or 
event, using active verbs and vivid 
description to help readers “feel 
like they are right there.”  T. Emily 
works with and observes the children 
during Writing Workshop, to better 
understand where each is in terms 
of their thinking process, grasp of 
spelling, punctuation and word choice. 
This helps guide her in individual 
consultations and in planning topics for 
future review and study. This important 
work in first grade provides a strong 
foundation for students’ continued 
growth and creative expression as 
they are challenged in the years ahead. 
Meanwhile, the other half of the first 
grade class in the Art studio with T. 
Karen.  They’re continuing individual 
work in mediums of their own 
choosing as part of a unit on Where 
Artist Get Their Inspirations. 

Middle school students 
and teachers quietly find 

a seat in the Meeting Room for  
daily Meeting for Worship. It’s a 
time to collect themselves and  
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focus, and share their thoughts if 
they feel so led.  

However, all is not quiet in the library 
where, in Quaker Studies, Fifth graders 
are attempting to translate a skit written 
in CB/trucker lingo. The students can’t 
help but giggle over the many different 
interpretations and misunderstandings 
they encounter in translating the skit, 
even though it’s written in a dialect 
of the English language. The activity 
launches a discussion about why 
communication can be so difficult 
between cultures. 

On the ground floor, the PreK-4’s are 
also happily engaged.  Half of the class 
is learning about maps in preparation 
for a cross-curricular Math/Social 
Studies project they’ll be working on 
at home with their parents. They’ll be 
recording where they and their parents 
were born which will, when collectively 
reviewed, provide fodder for lessons 
about distance (who was born close by, 
who farther away and who very far?) 
and simple addition (2 grown-ups plus 
1 kid in your house means how many 
people?) as well as opportunities to 
talk about different family structures, 
geography and cultures. From their 
classroom they can hear their friends in 
Music with T. Stefanie.  What sounds 
like fun is fun: the music room is alive 
with sounds and colors as 9 PreK-4’s 
wave bright streamers along with the 
music, raising them up with the notes 
in the song go up, and lowering them 
when the notes are lower.  They move 
the streamers quickly when the tempo of 
the song gets faster and then slow them 
down with the music gets slower. 

At the rise of Meeting, 
half of the Sixth grade 

class stays put for Music where they’re 
learning the fundamentals of playing 
guitar with T. Harry. In addition to 
using their usual student guitars, today 

he’s brought in a resonator guitar for 
them to take turns trying. The other 
half of the class heads outside to the 
playground with T. Quinn -- not the 
usual location of his Computer class! 
Today he’s set up an outdoor obstacle 
course which the students must navigate 
in teams. The trick is, they may only use 
four programming commands to guide 
a blind-folded team-mate through the 
course.  One false command, and it’s 
back to the beginning!

Having returned from a successful, 
lively, joyful, colorful (insert your own 
adjective here!) Adjective Walk and 
enjoying a light snack, Second graders 
are now practicing the play they’ll 
be performing for the entire school 
community in just a few short weeks. 
The Elephant’s Pit connects thematically 
to both to Group Guidance lessons on 
integrity and friendship as well as to 
Social Studies lessons about Asia, and 
provides an opportunity to develop oral 
communication skills. 

In 8th Grade Humanities, 
students have just begun 

reading one of two science fiction 
texts -- Flowers for Algernon and The 
House of the Scorpion -- which relate 
to genetics and bioengineering, topics 
they’re about to launch into in Science 
now that they’ve completed their unit on 
cells. Using the shared inquiry method, 
student led group discussions quickly 
move beyond the concrete aspects of 
the text and into more interpretive and 
analytical reading.  Both books raise 
questions of what it means to be human, 
what is the value of life, and what are 
the responsibilities of the scientific 
community and society, so there’s much 
to deliberate. 

The two Kindergarten classes are 
independently preparing for an Author 
Study celebration of Lois Ehlert 
that’s planned for later in the week 

where they’ll try their hand at making 
vegetable soup like Lois describes in her 
book Growing Vegetable Soup. They’re 
looking at Lois’ soup ingredients 
and talking about which vegetables 
they like best in soup. Author Studies 
enable students to explore the life 
experiences and motivations of authors 
and illustrators and facilitate the making 
of the text-to-text, text-to-life and text-
to-self connections with the author’s 
stories that make reading and writing more 
relevant for them. 

The PreK-3’s complete 
their morning by continuing 

work on their 5 Senses unit.  Today the 
young scientists are learning about the 
sense of sound. They’ve made drums 
from different size and type containers 
and are using their ears to listen to high 
and low sounds and different rhythms.  
They also use their ears to listen when  
T. Merril tells them to line up to wash 
their hands before lunch time! 

Fourth and Fifth graders 
rejuvenate at recess on 

the playground after a busy morning, 
some with a game of tag, others on 
the swings and monkey bars, and still 
others using the time to collaborate on 
their class newspaper. Afterwards, they 
head back inside to eat lunch in their 
classroom.  Meanwhile, First, Second 
and Third graders are “mixing it up” for 
lunch by eating together in co-mingled 
groups today. The entire school “mixes 
it up” several times a year to encourage 
the deeper friendships among different 
ages and provide older students with 
opportunities for leadership.

It’s not yet lunch time in middle school 
where the 6th Graders are studying 
the common traits of civilizations and 
cultures in Social Studies. Having read 
excerpts from the classic parody The 
Motel of Mysteries and “Ritual Among 
the Nacerima”, small groups created 
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their own cultures based on a lengthy list 
of cultural universals and then designed 
murals to provide clues about them as well 
as artifacts that might have been left by 
their fictional cultures. Today, the groups 
have traded their completed work and are 
attempting to piece together each other’s 
cultures by analyzing the clues within  
the murals and artifacts, just as 
archeologists would. 

Across the hall, 7th graders are having 
a lively Harkness discussion about 
last night’s reading assignment: 
Peggy McIntosh’s “White Privilege: 
Unpacking the Invisible Knapsack.”  
The discussion format actively 
engages students in directing their 
own learning and requires them to 
employ the 21st century skills of critical 
thinking, collaboration, effective oral 
communication and imagination.  
Despite still having more to say on the 
subject, stop they must… it’s time for 
lunch and recess.   

All is quiet in the preschool 
as tired students rest or  

take a nap. 

At this point in the day, the Fourth 
and Fifth grade vertical group splits 
into grade-level groups, with 5th 
graders staying in the classroom to 
work on a Statistics unit in Math. 
They’re creating their own Probability 
Games, a challenge that requires them 
to investigate what makes a game 
fair for all players and design one that 
offers participants an equal likelihood 
of winning.  Their 4th grade friends head 
down to the middle school Science lab 
where they’re continuing presentations of 
their individual electricity projects which 
include a hand-held fan, a lighthouse, 
“bristle bots”, a potato clock and a Jackson 
5 “quiz box” among others. These projects 
demonstrate students’ thorough grasp 
of electrical charge, circuit completion, 
current flow, voltage, electrical symbols, 

conductors and insulators. Talk about an 
electrifying class! 

First graders are playing a favorite 
vocabulary game in Spanish with T. 
Jeannie: Mystery Box.  Each child takes 
a turn reaching into a covered container 
to pull out an object which he or she 
must then name in Spanish. During 
the game, the word is repeated many 
times as T. Jeannie asks “Who has the 
object” or requests that it be passed 
to someone else or be returned to the 
mystery box. Each object represents 
a vocabulary word that students may 
have encountered previously in songs, 
hands on activities, books, their Spanish 
Weekly Reader magazine, or cross-
curricular units.  

Having taken some class 
time to browse the Geometry 

photo gallery laid out earlier in the day 
in the rear half of the Social Room, 
Sixth Graders are practicing graphing 
coordinates on the Cartesian plane. T. 
Roger’s made it way more interesting 
and fun than plotting random “x” and 
“y” coordinates... they’re constructing 
pictorial graphs. The students are 
surprised to when images of vacuum 
cleaners, monkeys and kittens begin to 
appear from their calculations!

 Second graders can be found 
in the lower school Science 

lab with T. Chris exploring sound.  
They are collaborating in groups to 
test their hypothesis that larger things 
tend to have low pitches and smaller 
things tend to have higher pitches.  
They record their data and note 
their observations as they work with 
different sized slide whistles, metal, 
string, wood, strips of foil and tuning 
forks. By class’ end, a pattern will 
emerge that confirms their hypothesis.

 We find the entire middle 
school sitting on Meeting 

benches in the Social Room for Advisory. 
Teachers Nancy and Daryl are projecting 
a Power Point and variety of streaming 
videos on the large screen about the 
impact of using hurtful words and making 
derogatory comments. By their reaction, 
it’s plain to see that students have been 
reminded about the positive power 
they possess when choosing to make 
uplifting comments. As the presentation 
concludes, they are excited to learn that 
they’ll be making a film with each student 
contributing a positive message in 3 
words: their “3 Words to the World”. 

The Social Room is not the only place 
where technology is in evidence. In 
the Spanish classroom, Fifth graders 
are using a laptop and the Smart Board 
to participate in a live Skype video 
conference with Fifth graders at Colegio 
Pilares, a bilingual school in Pachuca, 
Hildalgo, Mexico. Students are sharing, 
in Spanish, their likes and dislikes and 
their Colegio peers are replying in 
kind, but in English. They quickly find 
common ground: they all like to play 
Super Mario Wii!  

Fourth graders are stretching 
their bodies and brains in 

Gym as they play games of their own 
invention.  Last week, they were divided 
into three groups and given access to 
scooters, hula-hoops and sponge balls, 
and tasked with thinking critically to 
create games that would include all of 
the students in the class, use some or 
all of the specified equipment, be safe, 
and have easily understood, fair rules. 
Today, the groups are presenting their 
games: “Flag Stealer”, “Up-Side Down 
Soccer” and “Chaos” and each will be 
played in turn over the next several 
weeks to see how successfully the 
groups handled the challenge. 
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Third grade begins a 
measurement unit in math 

which extends prior geometry knowledge to 
area and perimeter. Because making math 
real makes it fun and make sense, today 
they’re discussing real-world scenarios 
where the ability to calculate area and 
perimeter is useful or necessary. Their first 
assignment is to map the playground then 
measure its perimeter and area, so they 
head outdoors. They don’t know it yet, but 
after they master the formulas, each third 
grader will be drafting and cutting out their 
very own Dream House floor plans, which 
are free to include “Broccoli Incinerator 
Rooms” and “Zip-line Turrets”! 

The last PreK-4’s to arise from 
rest time join their friends who 

are already on the playground. They’re 
curious about what the Third graders are 
doing with measuring tapes, measuring 
wheels and yard sticks. When they learn 
maps are involved, the PreK-4’s excitedly 
share that they too have a mapping project.

Although it’s the very end of 
the day, the First grade is abuzz 

with energy. They’re teaching T. Stepahnie, 
this semester’s visiting Swarthmore College 
education student, the Country Dances 
they’ve learned with T. Emily. Each dance 
involves a partner and requires students to 
recall the sequence of figures (casting off, 
promenading, turning, clapping), be aware 
of personal space, and work together, all in 
time with the music. They choose which 
dance to share by consensus and their joy in 
seeing that they’ve taught T. Stephanie well 
is evident.   

At 3:00, the bell rings, signaling 
the end of the formal school 

day. Students go off in various directions, 
some to the Parent Pick Up Line at the 
back gate, some to their buses, and others 
into the Meeting Room for Extended Day, 
Enrichment activities, or Athletic events.  
Extended Day kids co-mingle across grades, 
sitting with friends from different classes. 
Today there’s a small crew of Preschoolers 
who are heading to Little Chefs where 

they’ll be learning to make simple, healthy 
treats. Several kids in grades ranging from 
Kindergarten to Second are preparing to go 
to Piano and Voice lessons while six Third 
and Fourth graders are on the “Dance Party” 
bench, waiting for their instructor to retrieve 
them so they can see which new dance 
they’ll be learning this week -- maybe the 
Macarena or the Cotton Eye Joe? Some of 
their friends are already in the gym where 
they’re participating in intramural Scooter 
Polo. Middle Schoolers are all over the 
place: there’s an away Basketball game, the 
Rock Jam band is rehearsing in the library, 
and practice is being held for the middle 
school play on the Social Room stage. 
Another afternoon might find students in 
Ceramics, Brain Games, Science Toys, 
Yoga, Cooking or Sewing classes, Math 
Club or taking guitar lessons.  Every day, 
the enriching activities, fun and learning 
don’t stop until 5:45. 

It’s just another “ordinary day”  
in this extraordinary place!
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Catching Up With the Class of 2005  
As is their annual practice, our eighth graders sent care packages 
to MPFS alumni who’d been in their shoes 5 years prior and are 
now in college. This year’s packages went to:

Allison Anghel, who is majoring in Musical Theatre at 
West Chester University; Laura Brady, who is majoring in 
Neuroscience and minoring in Russian at Franklin and Marshall; 
Lindsay Cook at St. John’s University; Nicole Davidson, who 
is majoring in Technical Theatre at Ithaca University; Kim Firn, 
who is majoring in Biomedial Engineering at Tulane University; 
Paige Frey, who is Undeclared in the Honors College at 
University of Tampa; Sarah Jochum aka “Faith Audens”, who 
took a gap year and traveled in Europe and attended the World 
Climate Summit in Copenhagen to advocate global change 
to protect the earth; Emily Macartney, who is majoring in 
Psychology at West Chester University; Rachel MacIntyre, who 
is majoring in Biology at University of St. Andrews in Scotland; 
Emma Phipps, who took a gap year and will enter Smith College 

in September 2010; Brandon Robinson, who is majoring in 
Marketing at Howard University; Gabe Stanley, who is majoring 
in Aerospace Engineering at Florida Institute of Technology; 
Sierra Thomas, who is majoring in Nursing at Widener 
University; and, Paul Woodward, who is majoring in Computer 
Science at Albright College.  
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auction a Record Breaker  
Our annual Spring Auction at the Concordville Inn was, as always, a gala friend and fund-raising event. Proceeds from the 
evening’s silent and live auctions underwrite MPFS’ rigorous academic program, furnish state-of-the-art technology, support 
enrichment through the Arts, provide professional development for the school’s exceptional faculty, and fund need-based tuition 
aid to ensure that qualified students can attend regardless of their families’ financial circumstances. 

Pennsylvania’s Educational Improvement Tax Credit (EITC) program provides qualifying businesses tax credits for making 
contributions to fund need-based scholarships at schools like MPFS.  Several area corporations collectively contributed $59,870 
toward MPFS’ financial aid fund in 2009-10 by way of this innovative program. 

MPFS parents Kevin and Lisa Mullarkey own Alliance Business Systems, a full-service print 
production and mailing services company. They learned of the program and eagerly signed on. 
“It was so easy to help MPFS through the EITC program. It only took a few minutes, helped 
improve educational opportunities for students, and allowed our company to utilize a tax break.”

Hawkins Technologies designs, installs and supports corporate computer networks and provides 
services for home computer users. MPFS parents and principals Lisa and Randy Hawkins 
recognized EITC as “A great way for us to support the school with no impact on our corporate 
net tax liability.”

Unbound Medicine develops knowledge management systems for healthcare professionals 
around the world. Philip Peterson, an MPFS parent and the company’s Chief Technology Officer, 
brought the program to his company’s attention 2 years ago. “We were glad to work through 
EITC to support need-based scholarships for children in our community.” 

The EITC contributions of these corporations, along with those of Bryn Mawr Trust, BDB Company, DNB Bank, Dental Arts 
on the Square, Pennsylvania Clinical Schools, Philip Rosenau Company and The MCS Group, offset financial aid expenses that 
normally would come from the school’s operating budget.  More importantly, these gifts have helped to transform lives. Thank 
you, ETIC donors!
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All School Family Swim Party: August 23  •  First Day of School: September 8

Students Raise Hope, and $4,500 – for Haiti 
Within hours of January’s devastating 
earthquake in Haiti, MPFS teachers began 
brainstorming how the school community 
could help.  As with all service learning 
projects at MPFS, it was important that the 
response be child-centered and connect 
to skill development in classrooms. 
Recognizing that the greatest initial need 
in natural disasters is money, while also 
acknowledging students’ limited financial 
capacities and the diverse economic 
circumstances represented within MPFS’ 
community, homerooms collected (and 
counted in myriad ways!) $1,369.21 in 
spare change for Lamp for Haiti, a local 
non-profit which provides education and 
humanitarian aid, advocacy services and 
free health care to Haitian poor. 

Concurrently, in Art each student decorated 
one or more one-of-a-kind, miniature scrap 
mat board Houses for Haiti. Lacquered 
by faculty, the houses were made into 

magnets or pins and made available in 
the school’s office, as well as at Earth & 
State and House in Media, for a donation 
of $5 or more. They were also featured at 
Quincy’s, Seven Stones Cafe, Lotus Salad 
& Tea House, Kuta, Starbucks, O’Malley’s 
and Coffee Beanery during February’s 2nd 
Saturday in Media. Remaining pins were 
acquired by Doctors Mincer and Berman 
of Newtown Square’s Dental Arts on the 
Square for their patients. Students’ Houses 
for Haiti raised $3,150 for Partners in 
Health, an NGO providing healthcare for 
impoverished Haitians for over 25 years. 

Amidst these fund-raising activities, 
teachers incorporated information about 
Haiti, poverty and earthquakes into their 
social studies, math, science, language arts, 
Quakerism, art, music and Spanish lessons 
in grade-appropriate ways. As always, the 
intent -- informed by the belief that MPFS 
students will grow up to make the world a 

better place -- was to encourage students to 
be engaged, caring world citizens.

ImpoRtant DateS: 

A 7th grader creates house pins to raise funds 

for Partners in Health. His class read the 

biography of the non-profit’s visionary founder, 

Paul Famer, in Quakerism class.


