MEDIA-PROVIDENCE

Finding Your Passions at MPFS

At Media-Providence Friends School, students from
preschool through 8th grade are encouraged ro discover and
explore their passions. It is important to note the plural passions.
Students are encouraged to explore ideas that excite them, and
thar may be in mulriple subjecrs, offering flexibiliry and challenge.
Through a curriculum anchored in Quaker values and with
guidance from teachers, students gain a true sense of self. This
strong foundarion builr in the formarive years at MPES allows
students the confidence, skills, and exposure to identify and
pursue their passions both professionally and personally.

1¢* graders explore and study and identify leaves and seeds
on a walk to Glenn Providence Park

FRIENDS SCHOOL

We spoke with several alumni about how their experience
as an MPES student influenced their passions in both academic
and professional careers as well as hobbies and interests outside
of their work life. Alexis Mincer, Class of 2001, is a physician’s
assistant at the University of Pennsylvania Hospital in Ortho-
pedic Surgery. During her time at MPES, Alexis gained a deep
understanding of the importance of helping others and being
a proactive member of the community. “T just remember how
they stressed the importance of helping other people. That
really lead me on my path of where I am in my career. And
that’s how I ended up volunteering in a hospital in Kenya where
I found my love of medicine. That service oriented mentality

leads back to my days at MPFS.”
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Friends School

Andy Aguilar, Class of 2008, is currently
an ESL reacher who, when we spoke
this summer, was gearing up to move to
China to teach at the David Perry English
Center of WiHan. Andy says he has
always wanted to help people in his own
community, volunteering as an English tutor
for immigrant populations as a high school and college student,
but that he wouldn't be teaching today were it not for the
confidence he gained while attending MPFS. Andy goes on
to say thar the emphasis on conflict resolution ar MPFS, and
working with school counselor Teacher Laura Taylor on peer
mediation, directly influenced his desire to become a foreign
services officer. “Ir raught me to look into different
perspectives and see how another person sees a particular
conflict. It a skill — being able to be patient and understanding
and culturally aware of those differences.”

Asia Scott, Class of 2008, graduated from Immaculata
University this past spring, with two degrees in biology and
chemistry. Asia also =
credits her time at MPFS
with connecting her
with her desire to help
others in her profession.
When we spoke with
Asia this summer, she
was studying for the
MCAT' and planning to
go to medical school to
become a radiologist. She
says that the workload
she was given at MPES
helped prepare her for
high school and college, which in turn aided in her pursuing
her interests. She attributes this preparation to helping her
follow her passion in the competitive medical field. “If you don’t
ask questions you will trail behind,” she says. “And I definitely
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Dcar Friends,

The week of the election, Teacher IHeather Chamberlain,
one of our kindergarten teachers at Media-Providence Friends
School, had her students work together to write a letter to the
president-elect. This activity was about sharing helpful words
with our incoming president.

The activity began on the day of the election during
T. Heather’s morning message to students, when she posed the
question, Can you think of some helpful words to say to our
new president? “The day after the election I decided to extend
the lesson and create a class letter. Many of the ideas stemmed
from our Tlow to Be a I'riend in Kindergarten’ list created at the
beginning of each school year,” says T. Ieather. “I didn’t mention
Trump’s name. My students told me who our new president was
and they wanted the letter addressed to Mr. Trump.”

I Heather says that the purpose of the activity was to
remove the negativity associated with this election and come
together as a community in a positive way. I’he most important
point of this activity, one that 'I. Heather has conducted during
other elections, is to remember to be kind.

Alfter a photo of the letter was shared on the Media-Providence
Friends School Facebook page, it garnered a lot of positive
attention both from members within the MPES community as
well as from the wider local community. Our local ABC station
even featured the letter in a news segment. Feedback from the
letter was overwhelmingly positive and many wrote that the wise
words of the students gave them comfort and hope.

We are very proud of the advice that our Kindergarteners
have for our new President. We hope that the simple, level-
headed advice of this group of 5-year-olds can be of some help in
bringing us all together at a time when there is so much division
in our country and the world.

In this issue of Dragon Tales, we discuss the idea of students
Jinding their passions at MPFS. I believe that with faculty
members like T. Heather, who help students find their voice,
students across grades find the confidence to explore new subjects,
ask questions without fear, and discover what it is that ignites
their passion for learning. We hope you'll enjoy hearing from
our alumni on their experiences at MPES in our feature article
and much more included in this special Annual Report issue.

In Friendship,
W. Earl Sissell
Head of School
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Earl Sissell, Head of School



Strategic Plan 2016-2021

In October, we published a brochure that highlights
Media-Providence Friends School’s Strategic Plan 2016-
2021. This plan comes from many months of hard work by
numerous people, including MPFES faculty, stalf, trustees,
parents, students, alumni, Meetings, and other stakehold-
ers. We thank everyone who participated in this important
process and who made possible the broad community
engagement that is essential to effective planning.

You should have received your copy of the brochure,
accompanied by a thank-you letter from MPES Clerk of
the Board of Trustees Parker Snowe, in the mail. If you
did not, we would be glad to send one to you. Please let us
know by conracting the school.

‘The Strategic Plan guides us as we remain a vibrant cen-
ter of values-infused educarion for years to come, fostering
lifelong critical thinkers, ethical leaders, and global citizens.
The plan is organized around four goals:

1. Academics: Lift up and strengthen MPFS’ outstanding
academic program and richly diverse learning
environment with a focus on whole-child education
and preparing students for future success, home-school
communications, and supporting professional
development and leadership for faculty and staff;

2. Quaker Centered: Celebrate and strengthen the Quaker
foundation of MPFS, ensuring that our programs,
curriculum, and teaching reflect those roots, educating
our community, and partnering with Friends Meetings
and organizations;

3. MPFES Pride: Promote the unique and outstanding
MPES experience through clear communications, deep
engagement with families, broad outreach, and social
media/digital marketing leverage;

4. Sustainability: Planning for tomorrow through
philanthropy, enrollment growth, education accessibility
and affordability, facilities/campus maintenance and
enhancements, and environmental sustainability.

For all of us, this plan is an affirmacion and a call to
action. We are grateful to you for supporting our mission
to educare the whole child — body, mind, and spirit — and
participating in the life of the school.

“Pre-school, elementary and middle school educarion
needs to be more than just learning basic reading, writing
and marh,” says Head of School Earl Sissell. “In addirion
to learning the basics, it’s also about feeding and satisfy-
ing students’ curiosiry, insrilling a lifelong love of learning,
helping them find their passion, challenging them to think
outside the box and accomplish things they don't think are
possible, preparing them with the collaborative, creative,
and critical thinking skills they need to thrive in a rapidly
changing world, and fostering their respect and apprecia-
tion for other people and other points of view. ... Itis not,

quite frankly, enough for our children and students do fine,
we want them to thrive.”

As we move forward in the execution of our plan, we
seek your engagement with us at school and community
events. This fall, we hosted a concert by the Merasi: Master
Musicians of Rajasthan enjoying their music and raising
awareness of caste prejudice and social marginalization,

a screening of the documentary Dukale’s Dream to pro-
mote Fair Trade, and an evening with Friends Council on
Education Executive Director Drew Smith underscoring
the vital value of a Friends education. In December, we will
be participating in the WHYY Membership Drive at their
studio and hosting Transition Town Media’s Green Fair in
our gym. Our Spring Auction, a fantastically fun event that
raises essential funds for our school, will be held on Friday,
April 21st. For more information about MPES events, go to
mpfs.org and our Facebook page, or call us at 610-565-1960.
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Friends play together on the playground at the annual

Pizza Pumpkin Night hosted by Media Monthly Meeting

‘The most effective method of attracting new students is
through word of mouth, so share your experiences at MPFS
with others. ‘Tell your friends. Like and share our social
media posts about what is happening here. Wear and use
MPES logo gear. If you're local, get and put up a yard sign.
And please participate in the Annual Fund, tax-credit pro-
grams, and other philanthropic opportunities supporting
MPES. Email Director of Development Cynthia McGoff at
cmgoff@fox.mpfs.org about ways you can contribute.

Thank you for all that you have done and continue to

do for MPES.
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Welcome Our New Trustees

Greg Gephart

Education is a priority and a passion for new Trustee
Greg Gephart and his partner Michal Hall, particularly the
educarion of their daughrer Karie. The Gepharr-Hall family
joined the MPES community in 2013, enrolling Katie as a
Pre-K 3 student after hearing about the school from fellow
parents. Katie is now a 1st grader.

Greg, who grew up in Michigan and earned his Bachelor
of Arts in English Literature from the University of
Michigan, moved to the Philadelphia area in 1994 and has
lived in Delaware County since 2002. Farly in his career,
Greg worked in non-profit theater in Philadelphia — as a
producer, director, actor, educator, and arts administrator
for Arden Theatre and The Wilma Theater, among others.
He spent years as a freelance producer and stage manager for
corporate events across the United States.

“I’'m still a huge fan of theater and hope to build that
passion in Katie, as well as a love for music,” he says. He also
enjoys cooking and being outdoors.

Greg is now Director of Client Services & Public
Relations at Peak Development Consulting, which provides
organizational and leadership development for pharmaceuti-
cal, biotechnology, technology, insurance, manufacturing,
government, and non-profit organizations.“[I work] with
clients on communication plans for their large-scale change
efforts, and on marketing and PR initiatives, including

around the recent publication of the
book Leading with Intention: Every
Moment Is a Choice,” he says.

Gregs emphasis on education and
Friends education was rooted in Michal’s
experience working ar a Quaker school in
Philadelphia and then as a public school teacher.

“We also know kids who have been educated in Friends
schools and have been impressed with them,” he says. “They
are confident and have a different relationship with the
world through their education. We wanted that for Katie.”

“At MPES, it’s been what we expected and more,” he
continues. “We've seen that Katie is excited about learning,
and that she is thinking about and exploring the world
around her. We see MPFS’ mission to help students find their
passions brought to life every day —— and they're bridging
Katie’s passions for art and music to reading and math, not
just encouraging creativity, bur making ir cross-curricular.”

Greg and Michal have been active volunteers and Annual
Fund donors. Last year, Greg participated in committee
work for the school’s Strategic Plan. As a Trustee he looks
forward to leveraging his experience working in non-profits
and around non-profit Boards. “There’s a need for
organizations like MPFS, and I'm happy o serve and add
value in any way I can,” he says. “This is a great community
that’s been a really wonderful fit for our family!”

Meagan Watkins
When Meagan Watkins and her
husband Tony sought a school for
their daughter Evangeline, then a
Kindergartner-to-be, the choice
seemed obvious. “We believe that
MPES chose Evie, actually,” she says.
“She went for a visit and declared it home.”

Now, Evic is in 3rd grade and Meagan and Tony have
been very active volunteers, advocates, and philanthropists
in support of school events, the Spring Auction, and the
Annual Fund. “MPFS made it very easy to get involved,” says
Meagan, who, in addirion to joining the Board of Trustees,
also serves as a Class Ambassador. Outgoing, energetic, and
thoughrfully efficient, she builds communirty and strengthens
the school through all her cfforts.

Meagan grew up in Harleysville, PA, and currently lives
in Aston. With a Bachelor of Arts in Psychology from Mill-
ersville Universiry, she has builr a career in Human Resources
and is currently Director of Organization Development for
Urban Outfiters.

“I have the opportunity to work with and learn from
some of the best leaders out there,” she says, noting that she
sees people making huge differences in this world by focusing
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on the greater good and moving everyone forward. “There
are certain skill sets that set the most successful leaders apart.”

“So when we started looking at options for Evie’s school,
we started by looking at those that had a curriculum that
would leverage what is special about her to develop her
ability to lead successfully and ultimately to provide her with
a toolkit she could use later in life,” she continues. “In our
research, the Quaker testimonies aligned perfectly with all of
those things.”

Meagan loves that, at MPES, “Evie gets to learn a lot, but
she also gets to experience a lot, and it is in those experiential
moments that I see her finding her passions — plural —
because Evangeline is not a kid who has a singular passion.”

Gardening is one of Meagan’s personal passions. “While
my time is limited, I have been volunteering for the Pennsyl-
vania Horticultural Society for years,” she says. “I've walked
almost 20,000 steps in one day at the [Flower Show].”

As a Trustee, Meagan is “excited to continue to learn”
and “to contribute further in a different way to MPFS.” She
is enthusiastic about helping to guide the school through
its new Strategic Plan. “It’s a very brave undertaking,” she
says. “Many organizations wouldnt hold thar mirror up ro
themselves, but it's when you're willing to be vulnerable that
you can have amazing things happen.”



ANNUAL GIVING REPORT

We thank the following donors for their contributions — unrestricted, restricted, and gifts-in-
kind — received during the last academic year, between July 1, 2015 and June 30, 2016.

ALUMNI/-AE
Frances Beer
Jesse Connell ‘00
Jennifer Payne Conway ‘86
Blythe Danner
Tracy Kathryn Davis 79
Eric Dixon ‘06
Nangy Fitts Donaldson ‘37
David P. Elkinton ‘54

In Honor Of Patricia D. Hunt
Thomas Elkinton

In Honor Of Parricia D. Hunr
George S. Forsythe 45
James T. Forsythe ‘41
Mark Forsythe
Sl('l,llﬂ"i(' Gil)l)x
Leslie Duff Goldsmith ‘71
Donn Guthrie
Jeanne Harrison ‘68
Mary Hartley
Cyril H. Harvey 11 37
Thomas Haviland 72
Susannah Henderson
Dr. Susan Holak ‘69
Chris Hoover ‘67
Mark Hoover ‘66
Herschel D. Horn ‘83

In Memory Of Ann Windsor
Bruce Everett Hunt
Timothy Hunt ‘70

In Honor Of Patricia D. Hunt
Eleanor Houghton Hurd ‘46
John R, James, |r. ‘47
Joplin James 78
Caroline Little Keeler ‘81
Janet Kelscy ‘14
Joan Baker Krehnbrink ‘68
Samuel M, Laird 56
Gwyneth Elkinton Loud
Suzanne Egli Maughan ‘53
Ellen Fices Millick 39
Jillian Oberfield ‘93
Josh Oberfield
7;1(‘lmry Oberfield ‘90
Cristina Perachio ‘01
Aidan Peterson ‘14
Haley Peterson ‘11
Emily Richardson
Katrina Rogachevsky ‘99
Adam Schrenzel ‘01
Peter C. Sontag ‘84
Elliot Strathmann
Kate Strathmann
Luke Strathmann

Will Strathmann
Matthew Sullivan ‘85
Keith Witherspoon ‘73

CORPORATIONS/FOUNDATIONS

Alrez Family Dentistry

Anonymous

B & E Sportswear

BHC H()Iding&. Inc.

Boeing Gift Matching Program

Bryn Mawr Trust Company

Phelan Hallinan Diamond &
Jones, LLP

Children’s Scholarship Fund
Philadelphia

[DNB First

GE Foundartion

General Mills

Il'()" W()rl(l'rs B}l"k

Linn Architects

Philadelphia Insurance Companies

Philip Rosenau Co. Inc.

PNC Foundation Matching
Gifts Program

Republic Bank

Solar States

Targer Stores

Elizabeth Taylor Fund
Distribution Committee

The Nina Abrams Fund

The Vanguard Group Foundation

UGI Energy Services, Inc.

Universal Health Services, Inc

Urtica Nadonal Insurance Group

Cameron Memorial Fund

Wyatt Wistar Brown Fund

FRIENDS OF THE SCHOOL
Judith Ambler
Elizabeth Beaugard
Ann Bridges
W. Gregory and Marcia Coleman
Mayland Crosson

In Memory Of Jared Darlington
James Davis
Lorraine Dilzer
Catherine and Richard Fischer
Joan C. Frank
Kirsten Gesenberg
Dr. Paul Glickman
Olga Greto
Donald and Carol Guthrie
Rosamond J. Hannum
Sally R, Harrison

In Honor Of Patricia D. Hunt
‘Tom and Wendy Hibberd
Diana and Bryan Hodgson
Elsa R. Lichtenberg
Chantal Mahon
Hannah Millick
Kim Millick
Paul Ness
Carlos and Loretta Orpilla
Wendy Rourke
John Scardina
Kay Schmader
Cathy Sicgl
N()l'"l ﬂll(l I()y S[. I"l"(lﬂll
Sally Braffman
Carolyn Thomson
Bernard Van Arkel
Victoria Viglione
Jacqueline Montras and Bob Vitalo
Candelin Wahl

In Honor Of Fatricia D. Hunt
Pat and Ann Walsh
Betty Ward
Paula and John Wehmiller

GRANDPARENT
A"(l"yl"()ll.\
Doris Atanmo-Strempek
Bonnic and Robert Bellino
In Honor Of Samantha Ernst
Mes, Jane Bitzer
In Honor Of Parker Riess
Denise Bowman
Fran and Carol Bradley
Cathy Brady
Sam and Barbara Rose Caldwell
Charles and Carol Coffman
Pam and Rob Davidson
Roy and Judy Gephart
In Honor Of Greg Gephart and
Michal Hall
Ken and Frankie Hall
Judith and John Hanson
B()l) H"(l A"" Hﬂys
Nilll(:y ﬂll(l N('il H(’m"ﬂ""
Ingrid Hudak
Bonnie Jacger
John Jaeger
Christine and Mike Llewellyn
In Honor Of Ben and
Maddie Llewellyn
Ursula McLean
Patricia and Joseph Menig
In Honor Of Fvangeline M. Watkins
Carolyn and Jim Merrigan
In Honor Of Jay and Sydney Kostal
David and Jean Millward
Albert and Sharon Riess
In Honor Of Parker Riess
Rev. William Sissell
Amy Solipaca
Stewart and Sidney Spahr
Miriam Stamm and Stan Rosner
In Honor Of Margot Sissell
Anne Maric Tomosky
Susan and Ray Welch
Daphne Wilcox

While every effort was made to
mchude all donors, if we have
omilled your name, please
contact us so that we can rmake
corrections in the next issue

MEETING MEMBERS
Donna Noonan Allen
Frances Beer
Sam and Barbara Rose Caldwell
David and Margaret Camp
Michacl J] Campbell and
Susan Garrison
Patricia Coiner
Nancy D. Darlington
Anjali and Paul DelPrato
Nancy Fis Donaldson 37
Merril and John Dutton
Susan Elliote-Johnson
(:ﬂl‘()[r ﬂllll Gf("'g" S. F()l'&y'llr (45
James'I' Forsythe ‘41
Gray and Janncy Goodman
Bruce and Prudence Haines
Brian R. and Nancy Harris
Cyril H. Harvey 11 37
Dorothy Haviland
Thomas Haviland /2
Susannah Henderson and

Ryan Dunnc

David L. Hewirtt
Peter and Peggy Hewire
Donna Hope and Gregory Gleichman
Sandy Howze
Greta Hudak and Wayne Peischl
Patricia D. Hunt
Lleanor Houghton Hurd ‘46
John R. James, Jr. ‘47
Joplin James ‘78
In Memory Of Samuel and Jane James
Alex Kendrick
Robert P and Joy C. Marshall
Ellen Fires Millick 39
Ann Murray
Jillian Oberfield ‘93 and Ben Fenwick
Josh and Annie Oberfield
Lynn and William Oberfield
Zachary Oberficld “90 and Felicia Lin
Ken and Donna Park
Janice and Phil Peterson
Dorothy Reicharde
Will Scull and Becky Martin-Scull
John and Jane Shaw
Parker Snowe and Leslie Friedman
Rhoda Weisz
Debra Will and Dave Thomas
Claire Wilson
William T. and Ann Windsor*

Conlinued on page 6
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ANNUAL CIVING REPORT DONORS | Continued from page 5

PARENT
Laurie Arold
In Honor Of T. Shirley Wright
Kamara
Ngozi Aanmo
Justin Blum and Cynthia Alley
Michael and Alissa Boyle
Samantha and Michael Clarke
Marianne and Brian Coffman
Daniclle Cunningham
Kent and Shannon Davidson
Anjali and Paul DelPrato
Angela DiMaria and Matt Lane
Kurt Dodds and
Meredith Oteen Dodds
John and Jeanne Donnelly
Stefanie and Brad Ernst
Amy Francis and Eric Derk
Randall and Stephanie Gaboriault
Greg Gephart and Michal Hall

Elill Hll(l EVﬂll (;(ll(l

Dawn Greenlaw and Shawn Scully
Adam Presct and Tiffany Hanulee
William and Mary Hartley
Susannah Henderson and
Ryan Dunne
Tracy Hicks and Patrick Egan
Holly and Richard Hoffmann
Andrew and Pamela 1Hole
MaryKare and Juan Howard
Grera Hudak and Wayne Peischl
Kathryn Jones and Julie Millward
Marisa and Craig Kocak
Machele and Ron Kortum
Allyson and Jeffrey Lehrman
Ina Li and Michael Kostal
Robert and Michelle Lindenmuth
Lucinda and Edmund Lo
Sumana Madhav and Madhav Gopal
Karthy and Caleb Maskell
Cynthia and Brian McGoff
Philip and Hoa McLean
Madesh Muniswamy and
Thilagavathi Venkatachalam
Charles and Kathryn Ombam
Martin Pepper and Jennifer Camp
Ann Marie Park and Anthony Vetri
Gillian and Aaron Picrre
Justine and Michael Polster
Deborah and Albert Riess
Jennifer and Mark Schlegel
Brian and Christina Schmide
Dana and Kevin Severance
Christopher Shuster and
Kathleen McCullough
Sunka Simon and Michael Hayse
Earl Sissell and Sonia Stamm
Catherine Spahr
Diana and Cameron Spalding
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Liza Stagliano and Michael Shelkin

Cabrina and Nicholas Stanek

Matthew Sullivan ‘85 and
Stephanie Walkup

Christine and Ben Suplick

Jaime Tomosky

April Triggiani and Anthony Black

Marthew and Molly Wallace

“Tony and Meagan Watkins

Kabeera and Gary Weissman

Melissa Wilcox and Adam Kradel

Zora and Wojtek Wolfe

Jared and Heidi Young

PARENT OF ALUMNI
Kurt and Carol Brunncr
Sam and Barbara Rose Caldwell
David and Margaret Camp
Michael JJ Campbell and

Susan Garrison
K:lr('ll (‘J”’l)llll

Peter and Mimi Chamberlain
Denise Chiolo
Ginny Christensen
Beth and Alan Collins
Dennis and Regis Cronin
Laura Dawson
Nancy DeMis and Bruce Turetsky
John and Decborah Ehleiter
Susan Elliott-Johnson
June Evans
Sidney W. and Patricia R. Gilford
Donn and Holly Guthrie
Bruce and Prudence Haines
Pamela IHaines and Charles Esser
James L. Hardy Jr.
Cheryl Harner and

Dr. Malcolm McHarg
Brian R. and Nancy Harris
Randy and Lisa I lawkins
David L. Hewitc
Rima and Andrew Himelstein
Sandy Howze
Connic Hughes
Patricia D. unt
Eleanor Houghton Hurd ‘46
Eugene E and Tracey Jarrell
Sage Kelsey

In Honor Of Janer Kelsey ‘14
Grace E King

In Memory Of Veronica Barbato
Jairo Lora and Margaret Wheatley
Robert and Phyllis Manley
Michacl and Judith Marcus
Robert P and Joy C. Marshall
Phyllis and Manley Mincer
Donald and Theresa Much
Janet Roeser Nordberg

Kandance Weems Norris and
Ronald Norris
Joy and Richard Oakey
Lynn and William Oberficld
Janice and Phil Peterson
Dorothy Reicharde
Evelyn and Darryl Ridgeway
Jorge Rogachevsky
Richard and Lynne Scheibe
John and Jane Shaw
Harry and Susan Shreckengast
Scott and Karen Sandlin Silverman
Linda and Robert Small
Lisanna Stotts
Fred and Francy Strathmann
Gnlml Subramanian and
Raelyn Harman
Marsha and Jonathan Swezey
Laura and Ken Taylor
Doris Tirado and Marna Barrett
Annc and Richard Umbreche
Sandra and Bruce Vermeychuk
Wayne and Wendy Waterman
Arthur Weisfeld and
Virginia Brabender
Rll()(lﬂ W'('ih'l.
Debra Will and Dave Thomas
William T. and Ann Windsor*
Dr. Pratap Yagnik
Charles and Diane Zack

QUAKER MEETINGS AND
ORGANIZATIONS
Chester Monthly Meeting Of Friends
Friends Council On Education
I'riends Fiduciary Corporation
Haverford Friends Meeting
Media Friends Meeting
Old Haverford Friends Meeting
Providence Friends Meceting
T. Wistar Brown Teachers’ Fund
The Thomas H. and

Mary W. Shoemaker Fund

TEACHER/STAFF
Daryl Ballough
Karen Carburt
Hecather Chamberlain
Christine Chang
April Chester
pﬂ“’i('i;l CAIillrr
Angela DiMaria
Shirley Dodson
Stefanic Ernst
Dawn Greenlaw
James L. Hardy Jr.
Holly Hoffmann
C. Frederick Keffer
Grace E King

In Memory Of Jackie Farnschlader
Cynthia McGoff
Erica L. Mitchell
Lisa Morales
Van Nguyen
Cristina Perachio ‘01
Emily Richardson
Calperta Scott
Earl Sisscll
Michael Spellman
Francy Strathmann
Donna Svinis
Laura Taylor
Kristen Thomas Clarke
Claire Wilson

TRUSTEE

Donna Noonan Allen
Michael JJ Campbell
Jennifer Payne Conway ‘86
Susan Elliote-Johnson
George S. Forsythe ‘45
Donn Guthrie

Bruce Haines
Susannah Henderson
Alex Kendrick

Ina Li

Ann Murray

Josh Oberfield

Martin Pepper

Evelyn Ridgeway
Christopher Shuster
Parker Snowe

Debra Will

AUCTION PADDLE RAISE -
SCIENCE PROGRAM
Donna Allen
Hadeel and Aymen Alrez
Anonymous Matching Grant Bidder
Michael Campbell and

Susan Garrison
Angela DiMaria and Matthew Lane
Shirley Dodson and Rich Ailes
Susan Elliott-Johnson
Amy Francis and George Derk
Dawn Greenlaw and Shawn Scully
Holly and Donn Guthric
Ericha Guzzetti and David ‘I'homas
Philitsa and James Hanson
Susannah Henderson and

Ryan Dunnc
Bruce Hunt
Fred and Nancy Keffer
Ina Li and Michael Kostal
Allyson and Jeffrey Lehrman
Michelle and Robert Lindenmuth
Cynthia and Brian McGoff
Hoa and Philip McLean
Lynn and Bill Oberfield

Lisa and Tony Palmieri
Martin Pepper and Jennifer Camp
Justine and Michael Polster
Ken Scott
Elizabeth Sheldon and Kevin Hardy
Christopher Shuster and

Kathleen McCullough
Carl Sissell and Sonia Stamm
Parker Snowe and | eslie Friedman
Cabrina and Nicholas Stanek
Francy and Fred Strathmann
Christine and Benedict Suplick
Meagan and Tony Watkins
Kelly and Ansa Yiadom

*deceased
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NSRS Tracy Davis ‘79

The Way to Serendip

Tracy Kathryn Davis credits her education here, along with
extraordinary serendipity, as guides to finding and living her
passion, and toward making the world a better place. “This
school helped direct me in my life choices so that I have been
inspired to help others,” she says.

When Tracy’s parents made the decision to explore
alternatives to public school for her, they had no experience
with or particular knowledge of Quaker education. Media
Friends School just happened to be the first school they and
Tracy visited.

“They didn’t have to show me a second one,” she says.
“I fell in love with the school walking through the door. 1
saw a diverse group of kids sitting on a bench and T knew
immediately that it was the place for me.”

Tracy attended Media Friends School from 5th (o 8th
grade and stayed for high school at Providence Friends School,
graduating in 1979. “I liked being there so much that I used
to cry when school let out for the summertime,” she says.

Some of Tracy’s fondest memories are of field trips,
camping, hiking, and canoeing. “I enjoyed the sense of
community and particularly loved sitting in Meeting for
Worship together,” she recalls. She also remembers people
fondly. “Murry [Engle Lauser] was Head of School then and
1 remember her as being so wise,” she says.

Tracy points to T. David Camp, who served as her
advisor for several years, as particularly influential. (7. David
still teaches 8th grade Quakerism, a survey of world religions, at
MPFS.)

In 1976, Tracy ook a life-changing school trip to India
with T. David and several classmates. “I got really turned on
to India, so much so that I've gone back 14 times,” she says,
noting that she was drawn to the country’s spirirualiry and
religious pluralism.

When Tracy headed off to college, she thought shed study
science or business, bur decided to major in Intercultural Studies
concentrating in South Asian Culture. “I kept feeling that
attraction to India,” she says. She started at Guilford College
and then transferred to Warren Wilson College, a move im-
pacted by musicians she met at Guilford’s Serendipity Festival.

Tracy worked — as many as three jobs at a time — and
raised her daughrter Crystal. In 2001, when Crystal went to
college, ‘Iracy went to Pendle Hill, did a two-week intensive
class at Earlham School of Religion, and traveled to 28
countries visiting some Quakers along the way.

She lived in West Virginia and then moved to Durango,
CO, where she was surprised to find a Quaker Meeting in
town. “T walked into a local college looking for a climbing
club and walked up to a woman who became my climbing
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Tracy Davis at PFS Reunion (front row, right)
and Media Friends School 1974 (inset)

partner, offered me a place to stay, and turned '
out to be a Quaker,” she says.

As a member of Durango Friends Meeting and
ready for a change, Tracy decided through clearness to go to
nursing school. She became a senior outrcach nurse in her
county. The Meeting created a Project Good Neighbor fund to
help pay for patient services not covered by insurance.

When program funding ended in 2012, Tracy decided it
was time to go to Earlham. This May — after defending her
thesis “Shamata, Shadana, Stillness: Meditation as an Inter-
faith Practice of Peace”™—Tracy carned her graduate degree in
Peace and Justice Studies from Earlham School of Religion,
the oldest graduate seminary associated with the Religious
Society of Friends. Her thesis addressed interfaith dialogue
among Buddhism, Hinduism, and Quakerism.

Identifying as a Christian-rooted Quaker and pacifist,
Tracy also feels influenced by Buddhist and Hindu practices.
“T hope to help people to really see who they are,” she says.
She has taken college and seminarian groups to India, while
still working as a visiting nurse in West Virginia and serving as
Durango Meering’s co-clerk.

She is grateful to the Meeting for supporting her education
through scholarships and wants to “pay it back”. She also pays
it forward as a longtime contributor to MPFES’ Annual Fund.

“This school that we discovered randomly has had a huge
impact on my life and on my whole family,” she says. “Today,
my sister Candace is a member of Media Meering, my sister
Lisa is an attender at Providence Meeting, and even my little
brother went to Stratford and Media Friends.”

At a PES high school reunion a few years ago, Tracy and
several of her former classmates took a pilgrimage to the cem-
etery at Providence Meeting. “We would have classes there and
there was no fear or negativity associated with it,” Tracy says.
“At the reunion, a bunch of us needed to go back there and
just spend that time together. It was really special.”
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L with questions and contact info.

Calling PFS and MPES Alumni Classes 1974-1987! Reconnect with friends to reminisce about old times and
to make new memories during our reunion weekend. Kick off the fun at the MPFS Spring Auction at Spring
Valley Friday, April 21st and bring it home with a gathering at Barnaby’s on Saturday, April 22nd. Save the dates
now and stay in the loop by submitting your contact info via the “Update Us” form on our Alumni page at
mpfs.org and by joining the group on Facebook. You can also email Cynthia McGoff at cmgoff@fox.mpfs.org

April 21st-22nd

'ESTIMONY. SPOTLIGHT
Over the next six issues of Dragon Tales, we
will be spotlighting a different Quaker testimony
(also known as the SPICES) and, with help from
faculty, staff, and students, we'll explore how each
testimony is put into practice at MPFS and how
families can instill these testimonies at home!

Simplicity is one of the testimonies that has made its
way into main stream culture as a much sought after ethos
for the modern family as a way to de-clutter, de-stress, and
focus in an over-stimulating world. The idea of simplicity
has been parr of the foundarion of Quaker belief for over
three hundred years. Simple, functional Quaker meeting-
houses are the perfect tangible example of the testimony of
simplicity brought to life. They are unadorned structures
meant to center and aid in reflection: an aesthetically quiet
room to sit in silent worship. Outside of the meetinghouse,
implementing simplicity into the classroom or into one’s
own life can seem like an uphill battle.

Every day, teachers at MPFS work to infuse their
classroom with the light of Quaker values and, in a world
where overstimulation and screen time are hotly debated,
turn to the testimony of simplicity as a way to focus lessons,
sharpen their student’s academic skills, and teach the
importance of mindfulness. MPES’ School Counselor,
and member of Gwynedd Friends Meeting, Teacher Laura
Taylor sees the testimony of simplicity as a three-tiered
testimony that speaks to the environment, finances, and
mindfulness.

In terms of simplicity in stewardship and the environ-
ment, “Think reduce, reuse, recycle,” T. Laura says. “Its
one of the simplest ways to address materialism in our daily
life.” Students at MPES are taught the importance of caring
for our own community by recycling and being mindful of
waste as well as being aware of bigger problems, like access
to clean water, that affect our world. Students learn what
it means to be a citizen of the world, and the impact small
changes at home can make on the environment.
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This year, in humanities in middle school as well as in
4th and 5th grade classrooms, there has been a lot of
discussion around access to clean water. Students have been
introduced to this problem and the interconnectedness of
this issue. “They are our people. They are a part of the
tribe of humanity. What affects one of us affects all of us,”
T. Laura says of how students are taught the importance
of stewardship in relation to clean water. The MPFS
Makerspace is another great example of students putting
this testimony into action. “It is a clear indication to our
students that we are trying to walk gently on this earth,”
says T. Laura. Students become problems solvers in the
Makerspace, as they create new uses for items that would
otherwise become waste.

Faculty and students paired with their partner classes
enjoy the bi-annual walk to Providence Meeting for
Meeting for Worship

Then there is financial simplicity. T. Laura explains
that Quakers are taught to make their heart speak to where
they spend their money. T. Laura says that, at its core,
this idea stems from that ‘live simply so that others may

Continued on page 9



TESTIMONY SPOTLIGHT | Continued from page 8

simply live’ thinking, that we are all human beings part of
a greater humanity and we need to always think beyond
ourselves.” Students at MPES are taught the importance

of sharing resources with those in need and buying Fair
Trade products and, as one of the first Fair Trade certified
schools in the country, they are exposed to ethically sourced
products every day.

“In another sort of grand way if you think of being a
Fair Trade school and service learning — it’s all working
towards the basic needs of human beings. So if we have
more resources we would share them. So when we collect
clothes or make casseroles, we are caring for others that
have a need and we have the ability to provide it. We have
more so we share with those who have less: that is a simple
idea that really resonate with kids,” T. Laura says.

Mindfulness is another piece of the testimony that is
an integral part of the learning experience at MPFS. Across
grades, teachers use “brain breaks” to calm, refocus, or reset
busy young minds throughout the day. “It’s a very powerful
way to connect students to the present moment and what-
ever that truth is for them. So in the present moment they
can be feeling all kinds of things: but to recognize it,
acknowledge it, and then to learn how to either let
something go or be able to communicate something or
respectfully handle whatever it is that’s on their minds is
so important,” says Teacher Shannon Hohl who teaches
third grade.

Teacher Christy Chang, who joined MPES as our
middle school humanities teacher last year, finds that this
kind of mindfulness is also present in the communication
that happens on campus:

When I first came to this school, what stood out was the
availability of teachers and staff to meet with parents

or with kids. I realized that (communication) was just
deeply ingrained in the culture. You sit down whenever
there is something to talk about and you simply have a
conversation. There’s no time limit. It’s so important with
building relationships.

The simplicity in building strong relationships and
creating open communication between teachers and
parents, teachers and students, and parents and students
is viral ro the MPES communirty. The testimony of simplic-
ity shines through the educational experience at MPES
in many ways. Through lessons on stewardship and rthe
environment, being a citizen of the world, authenticity,
mindfulness, and much more, students are exposed ro the
testimony from several different angles with the hope that
they will find a place for simplicity on their own, in the
lives they will lead outside of MPES.

FINDING YOUR PASSION AT MPFS | Continued from cover

learned that in the classroom at MPES.”

Jacob Kleinman-Phillips, Class of 2009, attends the
Savannah College of Art & Design. He is majoring in
Industrial Design and works as an intern at Design More, a
design studio specializing in home furnishings. Jacob credits his
time in spenc in the science lab with Teacher Daryl Ballough
with finding his passion for design and fabrication. “T'm very
curious, and that's why I'm doing the kind of design I am.

I think that can be traced back to my time at MPFS. The
tinkering part is whar lead me to this curiosity of how things
work,” Jacob says.

Beyond their academic and professional lives, our alumni
say thar they value the support and openness reachers showed
them during their formative years. The freedom to explore
topics in greater depth or the challenge offered in tackling a
brand new subject gave these students the confidence, as young
adults, to keep an open mind and discover new areas of interest.
“One thing that MPFS taught me is the importance to have a
balance in life. So for me thar means a balance berween work
and the other passions I have in my life,” Alexis says.

Similarly, Asia says that the emphasis on self-reflection at
MPES helped her decide whar area of medicine she wanted ro
pursue. She says that she looked to emergency room doctors
and saw that they were able to spend very little time with their
families in many cases. “That’s one of the reasons T want to
become a radiologist versus emergency care,” Asia says. “I want
to help people but still have time for my own family. That’s
important to me.”

Andy tells us that at MPES, he was encouraged to always
look for opportunities to better himself. During his time at
MPES, he discovered one of his favorite books, 7he Qutsiders.
As a high school student, he bought the book in French and
made it a personal goal to be able to read it, even though at the
time he couldn speak the language. By the time he reached
college, he was able to read the book and he plans on taking it
with him to China as a reminder of this.

Jacob reflects on his time at MPFES and how it sparked his
love of travel. He spoke about the impact off-campus trips like
camping in Bear Creek and the 8th grade trip had on him.
“With all the different experiences available at MPFES, you are
allowed to see things from many different perspectives. Even
though you are at a young age at MPFES, being exposed to
everything is the most important thing you can do,” Jacob says.

Every day at MPES, students across grades are encouraged
to follow the thread that ignites their imagination, ask ques-
tions, go deeper, and rise to the challenge of a new subject or
problem. With the intentional teaching of self-awareness and
the importance of individuality, MPFS teachers build students’
confidence academically to prepare them for high school and
college. Finally, the core values instilled in students at MPES
will aid them in their path to becoming helpful, purposeful

members of their community.
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How long have you been teaching
at MPFS?

[ started teaching in the fall of 2006.
So this would be my renth year. Nine
years of kindergarten and my first
year was Pre-K 4.

Where did you go to college

and what is your background in
teaching?

My degree was in special educarion.
I went to Lesley College (now Lesley
University.) First, I was teaching at
a transirtional kindergarten program
— I was hired to start and run the
program, which I did for five years.
The goal of the program was to help
modify the curriculum for kids with
moderate special needs and then to
integrate the students back into the
mainstream environment.

Why did you choose teaching as a
profession?

I think it was sort of a natural pro-
gression. I was a nanny. Then I gora
job as a Pre-K teacher. That’s when 1
started taking classes at night in early
childhood education. I moved into
special ed because I felt that was an
area where kids weren’t being raught
to their potential and I saw a need to
advocate for those students.

My own son was diagnosed with
ADHD and executive functioning
issues when he was at the end of 3rd
grade. This is something that is
applicable to students everywhere. It’s
something you can catch at a young
age to teach those skills thar may
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not come naturally with kids who
struggle with executive functioning.
It should not be taken for granted
but intentionally taught.

Can you tell me about your family?
I have a significant other, Dan, who
lives with us. He is a wonderful
stepfather to my two children.
Tommy is twelve and going into

7th grade. Phoebe is eight and going
into 2nd grade. I really value the
experience they had here. It made
the rransition easier. They had really
positive experiences that helped
them become who they are. They
borh really developed a strong moral
compass here.

What do you feel is unique about
the education your students receive
at MPFS?

I do feel like T spend a lot of time
comparing what they do at the public
school and what we do here. I think

I have a unique perspecrive because I
am now a parent of public school kids.
I see what they are missing out on not
arrending MPES: crirical thinking
skills, looking at different perspectives,
not just being fed information and
expected to regurgirate it. That’s
what our public school systems have
become because that’s what they
have time for. I am fortunate in my
classroom at MPES to have the time
to teach those important social-
emotional skills as well as problem
solving and conflict resolution.

Continued on page 11



Teacher Heather Chamberlain | Continued from page 10

What do you think are MPFS greatest strengths?

I think our greatest strength is the teachers who work
here. They are so dedicated to the students, to each
other, and to the school. That kind of support applies to
students who may be having a lot of challenges in their
school life or their life at home. We ask, how can we best
serve them? It’s a collaborative effort.

Another strength is the way we teach Quakerism. There
are Quaker schools that are based on Quaker philosophy
and then there’s our school that really practices and
embraces Quakerism.

‘What strikes you about the MPFS community?
Whenever I go to Meeting for Worship here and students
as young as four or five years old can stand up and speak
in front of their community -- these are such profound
moments. There are not a lot of schools out there where
kids can stand and express their thoughts so freely and
openly. Every year at graduation — I am in tears. I am in
awe at how arriculare our graduares are and how insight-
ful they are. I feel like it really benefits kids, especially at
that age, to reflect and feel safe in your environment. All
these things are what I firmly believe you need ro help
kids grow up to be aware of more than just what’s good
for themselves. They look beyond themselves. They look
to the community.

What would you like parents to know about MPFS
that they might not?

Speaking from my own experience with the transition into
public school, I can say that yes, our students will be fine
academically bur it’s the social-emorional pare thar will ger
lost. This isn’t a bubble. I hear parents say that all the time.
“Oh well, communities like MPES are a bubble — it’s not
the real world.” Bur that’s just not the whole story.

MPES is giving these children the opportunity to have
such a strong sense of self, that when they do graduate
and perhaps go into schools with larger populations, they
are not easily persuaded to join this group or that group
because they want to fit in. They know what they like
and what they want at a young age. That’s something that
most schools do not teach. To walk away from primary
school having a sense of self is priceless.

Choose MPFS with your gift to our 2017

Annual Fund: mpfs.org/support-mpfs

2016 Annual Fund by the Numbers

Total: 5100527 .
Gifts: 305 7
We thank our Trustees for
giving with 1007% participation.

Help us achieve 1007 participation
all around in 2017.

INCOME
B ruiton 81%
Auxiliary Programs
(camp, gym rental) 5%
B Fundraising 12%
B nterest Income 1%

Other 1%
EXPENSES
Student Instruction & Financial Aid 68% .
Facilities 9%

Auxiliary Programs 4% .
Administrative 19%

4 )
“Are you following along?”

©

instagram.com/mediaprovidencefriendsschool

facebook.com/media.providence. friends

3

twitter.com/mpfs
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