
Not long ago, a teacher from a nearby 
public elementary school whose 
students were attending an overnight 
environmental program with MPFS 
students remarked to Teachers Daryl 
and Jim, “There’s something really 
different about your kids… they’re 
inquisitive, engaged and quick on the 
uptake.  Whenever an instructor poses 
a question or needs a volunteer, your 
students aren’t afraid to take a chance… 
their hands shoot right up.  They’ve 
gone out of their way to reach out to and 
include my students, despite being 
‘outnumbered’ four to one.  And 
their behavior… it’s exceptional!” 

Our teachers hear such praise 
often.  It’s always appreciated 
and serves to remind us that our 
program truly does transform 
students’ lives.  Throughout this 
school year, Dragon Tales will 
examine some of the means through 
which this transformation occurs.  
First up:  Service Learning. 

As defi ned by the Learn and Serve 
Clearinghouse, “Service Learning 
combines service objectives and 
learning objectives with the intent 
that the activity change both the recipient 
and the provider of the service.  This 
is accomplished by combining service 
tasks with structured opportunities that 
link the task to self-refl ection and the 
acquisition of values, skills, and content.”  
It differs from volunteerism in that it 
is intentionally a mutual experience 
that enriches knowledge, teaches civic 
responsibility and offers opportunities for 
understanding a broad spectrum of people 
and issues.  In turn, this understanding 
breeds more effective action.

For example, when students distribute 
recycling containers to classrooms so 
that materials don’t fi nd their way into 
the waste stream, they are providing a 
service to the school community.  But 
when they collect and analyze what 
has been deposited into the containers 
versus the traditional trash cans so they 
can present the results to the student 
body along with suggestions for further 
reducing landfi ll waste, and then track 
reduction progress over time, they 

are engaging in service learning.  They 
are providing an important service to 
the community WHILE developing 
an understanding about conservation 
issues, learning how to interpret data 
and practicing their public speaking 
skills.  

More examples of the kinds of authentic 
service learning initiatives that take 
place in any given school year at 
Friends are described in more detail 

within.  These initiatives may differ 
signifi cantly in scope, may be designed 
to tap different student skills, and 
may arise from a variety of sources, 
but all share the following common 
characteristics: (1) they are positive, (2) 
they are meaningful to the participants, 
(3) they promote cooperation, (4) 
they provide opportunities to engage 
in context-specifi c problem-solving, 
(5) they promote profound learning 
through hands on experiences (6) they 
support social, emotional and cognitive 
development, and (7) they enable us to 
live our mission and Friends ideals.  

Oversight of service learning initiatives 
is provided by our faculty Service 
Learning Committee, comprised 
of members from each division of 
the school (PreK, Elementary & 
Middle School), from the Worship 
and Ministry Committee, from the 
Development Offi ce, and from the 
Administration of the School.  The 
committee is available to assist each 
classroom teacher in developing 
and sustaining appropriate service 
learning projects that use the energy 
of faculty and children well, that 

nourish longer term relationships with 
other institutions, and that enable 
collaboration across disciplines where 
possible.  

When service learning is done well, it 
redirects young people’s focus from 
self to “the bigger picture” and they 
begin to see and interact with the 
world differently.  They learn that they 
can be agents of change.  And that’s 
empowering knowledge indeed.

Fall 2008 Narratives of the Magic of MPFS

Learning in Deed
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This Newsletter is a publication of MPFS.  If you have moved 
recently or are planning to move, be sure to give us your new 

address so that you can continue to receive uninterrupted 
mailings. 

Media-Providence Friends School is a PreK-8 Quaker day 
school which provides a rich educational experience where 

academic challenge is combined with the teaching of values.

Printed on recycled paper.

Toward Refreshing Our 
Philosophy of Education

A school’s philosophy of education describes what it believes about teaching.  
Crafted by a school’s Faculty and Head, it fl ows from the mission established by 
the Board of Trustees, and delineates just how this mission will be implemented 
daily.  MPFS’ philosophy of education is grounded in “best practices” in teaching 
arising from the latest research as it applies to children’s learning.

Last year’s accreditation process provided us with the assurance that all was going 
well at MPFS, that the day-to-day life of the School matched its mission, and that 
we were ready to “re-articulate” our philosophy of education as we head into the 
next stage of the life of the School.  

This process of “re-articulation” begins with MPFS teachers gathering to talk 
about education.  There is generally clear agreement about many ideas and a 
shared sense of what education 
should “feel” like at MPFS.  
Although each teacher 
translates these ideas into 
his/her individual classes in 
different ways, there is a strong 
sense of purpose that draws us 
together, even when methods 
or structures may differ.  The 
Head’s role is to listen, make 
connections, and oversee the 
drafting of a document which 
synthesizes these ideas.   

The overarching questions to 
be answered as we update our 
guiding principles include: (a) 
What are the enduring values 
at MPFS? (Quaker testimonies 
as implemented in “modern 
times”); (b) What is important 
in educating our 21st century 
children so they are ready 
for their lives? (Curricula); (c) What should our school look like in structure, 
technology, materials, and thinking for meeting these needs?  (Processes, 
facilities, pedagogies)  

Having met several times last year to list many ideas that we hold dear, we have 
used the summer months to draft a statement of philosophy to bring to the faculty 
for its fall meetings.  Once that statement refl ects the sense of the faculty, it will 
be presented to the Board.  Our process will yield a guiding document, including a 
separate list of pedagogies, strategies, and methods that are best practices, for use 
at MPFS as we move forward together. 
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Each year, as we prepare this Annual Report, I review 

the list of names of those who have entrusted 

this fi ne institution with their gifts and I am 

deeply gratifi ed.  Each name represents a 

donation that had an immediate impact upon 

daily life at Media-Providence Friends School.  

More important, each name also represents an 

investment in the future. 

All of us who teach here believe that the students 

we teach today will ultimately make our world a 

better place.  It is that hope which informs all we 

do. It is why we teach children to be peacemakers 

who are engaged in the real world.  It is why we celebrate 

diversity in all its many forms.  It is what compels 

our commitment to small classes and interdisciplinary 

studies.  It is why we instill the importance of caring for 

our planet and all its inhabitants.  It is why we emphasize 

critical thinking, creative problem solving and respectful 

advocacy.  It is why we hold students to high academic and 

community expectations. 

An n u a l  Gi v i n g  R e p o r t  Ju l y  1 ,  2 0 0 7  -  Ju n e  3 0 ,  2 0 0 8

Students educated in this environment will carry 

the values and skills they learn here to their high 

schools, colleges, homes, jobs and communities.  

Their infl uence will extend outward in direct 

and subtle ways helping to perpetuate good, 

which in turn will beget more good.  I know this 

to be true because I have seen the outcomes 

many times over through graduates who 

return, affi rming the infl uence of this kind of 

environment by the pursuits they have chosen.   

So, again, I thank you whole-heartedly for 

placing your faith in our mission and investing in this 

vital learning community.  Your support sustains us and 

keeps us strong. 

Sincerely, 

Lynn W. Oberfi eld

Head of School
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MPFS Welcomes New Trustees
MPFS is pleased to welcome two new members to its Board of Trustees – one the 
parent of a current MPFS student, and the other, the parent of a recent MPFS graduate. 

Cheryl Harner was fi rst introduced to MPFS when her daughter, 
Claire McHarg, now a 1st grader, was still an infant.  Searching for 
a babysitter and thinking that a school might be a good resource on 
this front, she stopped in and met with T. Lynn.  She immediately 
fell in love with the school, and when Claire was ready for pre-
school, enrolling her at MPFS felt like the natural choice.  

Cheryl and her husband, Malcolm McHarg (an alumni of Germantown Friends 
School), appreciate the variety of perspectives Claire encounters at MPFS.  Born 
and raised in West Philadelphia, Cheryl’s own experiences at Girls High, and then 
the University of Penn, taught her the value of being involved with others whose 
backgrounds are different.  She remarks, however, that while she learned a tremendous 
amount at both institutions, she “felt like a number, not an individual.”  She didn’t want 
that for Claire and found in MPFS the best of both worlds: diversity and real academic 
goals within smaller classes where “gentle, guided learning can take place.” 

Cheryl brings to the board a sense of teamwork and a willingness to “do whatever 
is needed, ” principles she utilizes in her position as Product Manager for SleepEx, 
a software development fi rm.  As a new Trustee, she hopes to help MPFS grow and 
remain the vibrant community that it is.  She’s very excited about technology and, in 
particular, is looking forward to the school’s forthcoming new website.

An engineer and Wharton Fellow, Ken Scott is President of 
the Beech Corporation, a non-profi t organization founded to 
help inner-city neighborhoods. Established by the William 
Penn Foundation, under Ken’s guidance it has spearheaded 
the revitalization of the 26-square block Cecil B. Moore 
Neighborhood in North Philadelphia, one of the city’s poorest. 

Ken’s affi liation with MPFS began three years ago in his capacity as “Asia’s dad.” As 
Asia was preparing to enter 7th grade, Ken decided to investigate independent schools 
for his youngest daughter.  Dissatisfi ed with the quality of education offered at the local 
public middle school, Ken met with members of the MPFS community and spoke 
with Head, Lynn Oberfi eld.  Ken comments that it was as he was relaxing on a bench, 
chatting with Lynn that day, that he knew he’d found the perfect environment for Asia: 
“MPFS felt like home.”    

His initial gut feeling was reinforced when he heard Asia and her friends complain 
about days off and long vacations.  Ken says,  “You know you’re running a great 
school when the kids complain about having too many days off.”

Friends’ educational philosophies speak to his personal values about the world and 
he admires the strong academics Asia encountered at MPFS.  As a Board member, 
Ken hopes to build connections with other Friends schools (he’ll have a head start at 
Friends Select where Asia is now a freshman), as well as Quaker colleges.  He sees the 
need to assure sustainability and hopes to assist in endeavors that increase endowment 
in order to keep tuition affordable for everyone.

Your Annual Fund Gift in 

2007-08 Provided:

 $20 World map for Preschool classroom 

 $35 Sheep hearts for 4th-5th grade Science labs 

 $75 15 Spanish Scholastic Magazine subscriptions

 $100 Leveled readers for 1st Grade  

 $225 Canvasses, paints and brushes for Art  

 $600 Lego Robotics programming tools 

 $1000 Bus fuel for Middle School athletics

 $4000 4 new research computers for Library 
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Income
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Profiles in Philanthropy
An open letter from Will Scull, Head of School 1977-81, regarding why he’s named MPFS in his will…

“When I was Head of School,     one of the 
hardest parts of my job was to turn away 
otherwise good human beings because there 
was not enough fi nancial aid available to 
welcome them into our Friendly community.  
In fact,     I remember a heart wrenching 
2-hour discussion with the Board of Trustees 
regarding whether to increase teacher salaries or fi nancial 
aid – we couldn’t do both!  It was a very hard decision to 
make when many of our most dedicated and skilled teachers 
could have made more money working elsewhere.  Needless 
to say,     I dreamed of a day when this school could have an 
endowment large enough so future Heads could accept all 
eager young souls.  

“So how could I, a person of limited means, help this 
situation?  Well, Becky and I have included MPFS in our 

will.  When we no longer need our capital, it 
will continue to generate income to be used 
to fund fi nancial aid grants so that the school 
can accept all qualifi ed students and that all 
can participate in our Friendly community. 

“The 1876 Society, named for the date 
MPFS was founded and comprised of those who have made 
a bequest to the school, is focused on the future.  It provides 
Becky and me another way to show love for this school 
and is a testimony to our faith and to Friends education. I 
encourage you to consider joining us by including MPFS 
in your will.  Together, we can leave a legacy that will help 
future children as they commence their journeys, learning 
critical thinking skills that are the cornerstone of an MPFS 
education, and discovering their Inner Lights so that they 
can shine in the world.”   
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A  Tra d i t i o n  o f  P h i l a n t h r o p y

PA Businesses & Partnerships Fund 
Need-Based Scholarships

Pennsylvania’s Educational Improvement Tax Credit (EITC) program provides qualifying businesses tax credits for making 
contributions to fund need-based scholarships at schools like MPFS.  Several area corporations collectively contributed 
$17,425 toward MPFS’ fi nancial aid fund in 2007 by way of this innovative program. 

The MCS Group provides business, outsourcing and document management services to corporate and legal markets across the 
nation.  Harry Shreckengast, MCS Vice President and MPFS parent, brought the program to his company’s attention 6 years 
ago and they’ve been involved ever since.  “As Clerk of MPFS’ Board, I understand how diffi cult it is for the school to procure 
suffi cient fi nancial aid funds.  EITC allows corporations like MCS to make a real difference, and it couldn’t be simpler.”  

Roffman Miller Associates is a wealth management fi rm headquartered in Philadelphia.  Said Peter Miller, Managing 
Director, “We were pleased to work through EITC to support need-based scholarships for worthy young people in our 
community.  These children are our future.”  

First time donor, DNB First, Chester County’s oldest independent bank, was seeking a new way to give back to the 
communities it serves, including Media and Chadds Ford where it has recently opened branches.  Executive Vice President 
Al Melfi  knew about MPFS’ longstanding commitment to socio-economic diversity and quickly decided to allocate a portion 
of the bank’s EITC allowance to the school. “It’s a great way to reach out to our neighbors.  We’re glad to help.”

EITC contributions underwrote 6% of fi nancial aid grants during the 2007-08 school year, offsetting expenses that 
normally would come from the school’s operating budget.  More importantly, these gifts have helped to transform lives. 
Thank you, ETIC donors!
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ALUMNI/AE 
Anonymous 
John Barker 
Robin Morley Bernstein 
David S. Binns 
Geoffrey Camp 
 In Honor of Margaret Camp
Rachel Lindley D’Alonzo 
Tracy Davis 
Wendy Coopersmith Dignazio 
Lucretia Wood Evans 
Garrett Forsythe 
George S. Forsythe 
James T. Forsythe
 In Honor of Jesse Garrett and 
 Emma Thorp Forsythe
Barbara Darlington Garrett 
John Hannum 
Cyril H. Harvey II 
Susannah Henderson 
Chris Hoover 
Mark Hoover 
David D. Houghton 
Bruce Everett Hunt 
Timothy Hunt
 In Honor of Patricia Hunt
Eleanor Houghton Hurd 
Joplin James 
Brian and Beth Van Krieken Keates 
Joan Baker Krehnbrink 
Steven Linvill 
Gwyneth Elkinton Loud 
James V. “Tim” Nicholson 
Jillian Oberfi eld
 In Honor of Lynn Oberfi eld
Zachary Oberfi eld  
William F. Porter 
Emily Richardson 
Katrina Rogachevsky 
Sally Woodward Ross 
Toby Snedecor 
Roger A. Sternfeld 
Ruth Whitson Stokes 
Debbie Tomasi  
G. Theodore Wood 

CORPORATIONS/FOUNDATIONS 
ACME Markets 
Anonymous  
Boeing Gift Matching Program 
Cameron Memorial Fund 
DNB First 
Dinner by Design 
Donald P. Jones Foundation 
Elizabeth Taylor Fund  
ExxonMobil Foundation 
General Mills 
GlaxoSmithKline Foundation 

Grainger Matching Charitable Gifts 
Kellogg’s Corporate Citizenship Fund 
Merrill Lynch & Co. Foundation  
PAIS-BOA 
Philip Rosenau Co., Inc. 
Roffman Miller Associates, Inc. 
Target Stores 
Ten Thousand Villages 
The MCS Group Inc. 
Verizon Foundation 
Wyatt Wistar Brown Fund 
Wyeth 
 
FRIENDS OF THE SCHOOL 
Thomas S. and Patricia P. Ambler 
Elizabeth  Anthony 
Samuel Barnett 
Dr. Norbert Belzer 
Allen Bonnell 
Ann Bridges 
Paul and Billie Brink 
David and Margaret Camp 
Peter and Mimi Chamberlain 
Hanna Christiansen 
Jane Cosinuke 
Frank and Michele Daly 

Nancy DeMis and Bruce Turetsky 
Hans and Carla* Dietze 
Geraldine Donovan 
Marian Elkinton 
Thom Eusebi 
Paul and Jackie Farnschlader 
Lauren Felderman 
Dorothy Flanagan
 In Honor of Mary H. Ravdin
George S. and Carole Forsythe
 In Honor of Jim & Susie Forsythe
Susan Garrison and Michael Campbell 
Joan Havens 
Robert Henderson 
Marilyn and Michael Hendricks 
R. Matthew Hendricks and 
 Sandra Sage 
David Hewitt 
Patricia D. Hunt 
Michelle Iacovino
 In Memory of Anthanette Stotts
Samuel and Jane James 
Ernest Lauser
 In Memory of Murray Engle Lauser
Robert P. and Joy C. Marshall 

Becky Martin-Scull and Will Scull 
Mrs. George McFarland 
Mary Murphy   
Paul Ness 
Marjorie H. Ogilvie
Sally L. Park 
 In Memory of Liz Nepi 
Aidan Peterson 
Mr. Anthony F. Pileggi 
Mr. and Mrs. Frederick Porter 
 In Memory of Rae Turberg
Lola Pugliese 
Vatsala Ramprasad 
William D. Ravdin 
 In Memory of Mary Herndon 
 Ravdin
Dorothy Reichardt 
Mary Ann Restall 
Michael and Genevieve Ritzman 
Henry Russell 
Carol Sabersky 
John Scardina 
Charles Skidmore 
 In Memory of Bob Kerr
Sally Tallmadge 
 In Honor of all the wonderful 
 educators at MPFS
Anne and Richard Umbrecht 
Victoria Viglione 
Jacqueline Montras and Bob Vitalo 
Debra Will and Dave Thomas 
 In Honor of Lynn Oberfi eld
William and Ann Windsor 
Mary Lou Zanich  
 In Honor of Isabel Barrett
 
GRANDPARENTS 
Peter and Valerie Bradley 
Zoe Brunt 
Antoinette and Alfred Carducci 
 In Honor of Tessa Kuhn
Ivor and Shirley Collins 
Leonard & Carole Ann Deane 
Buzzy and Rich Diamond 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Eldredge 
 In Honor of Peirce and 
 Daisy Eldredge
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Fichandler 
 In Honor of Peirce and 
 Daisy Eldredge
Guy and Joanne Garrison 
Libby Gerlach 
Nancy and Tom Gerlach 
Eloise and Ernest Giddiens 
Leslie Glick 
 In Honor of Elena and 
 Margot Sissell
Dr. Paul Glickman 
 In Honor of Rebecca and 
 Molly Marcus
Susan Greco 
Diane and Richard Groff 
Donald and Carol Guthrie 
Celeste Hand 
Bancroft and Dorothy Haviland 

Bob and Ann Hays 
 In Honor of Sean McGoff
Sandy and Sue Heath 
Morgan Himelstein 
 In Honor of MPFS faculty and staff 
Nancy and Neil Hoffmann 
Joan Jaffe 
Ed and Marge Jenkins 
Herb and Laverne Kirkwood 
Barbara and Ed Laska 
Daniel and Janice Mahoney 
Vince and Marion Maola 
 In Honor of Graham Maola 
David and Sally Marcus 
 In honor of Molly Marcus
Joyce McKay 
Stephen McLoughlin 
Jeanne and John Musewicz 
Josephine Parham 
 In Memory of Woodrow Parham
Lyn and Pat Reilly 
Norman and Lois Schwartzman 
Rev. William & Sherleene Sissell 
 In Honor of the Sissell-Stamm Family
Miriam Stamm 
 In Memory of Martin “Zaida” Stamm
Rada Vuchic 
Kansadie and Albert Weems 

PARENTS 
Robert Burock and Lynne Alvarez 
Jason and Tammi Berrong 
Doug and Lisa Bigelow 
S. Geoffrey Botak 
Parris Bradley and Valerie Joyce 
Keith Brown and Patricia 
 Flores-Brown 
Kurt and Carol Brunner 
Robert and Andrea Calabro 
Jeff and Samantha Cohen 
Jack and Lisa Collazzo 
Beth and Alan Collins 
Lisa and Steve Dainton 
Robert and Margaret DeMento 
Michael Dreyer and Colette Mull 
Jessica and Gifford Eldredge
Susan Elliott 
Allison Kerry and Wendell Evans 
 In Honor of Austin Schoenkopf, 
 Michael Kerry and Charlotte Evans
Glenn and Carol Featherman 
Janet Riley Ford and Frank Ford 
David Gathright 
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We thank the following donors for their contributions -- unrestricted, restricted and 
gifts-in-kind – received between July 1, 2007 and June 30, 2008. 

While every effort was made to 

include all donors, please contact 

us if we have omitted your name so 

that we can make corrections in the 

next issue. 
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David and Michele Guthrie 
Donn and Holly Guthrie 
Brian and Nancy Harris 
Linda and David Hart 
Bill and Terry Haviland 
Rima and Andrew Himelstein 
Holly and Rich Hoffmann 
Cheryl Hollis 
Richard and Kathleen Jaffe 
Tracey and Eugene Jarrell 
Agatha Carducci-Kuhn and Paul Kuhn 
William and Suzanne Levy 
Andrea and Steven Linvill 
Laura and David Maola 
Michael and Judith Marcus 
Brian and Cynthia McGoff 
Malcolm McHarg and Cheryl Harner 
Heather and Vince McLoughlin 
Leigh and Eileen Mitchell 
Stephen and Elizabeth Moss 
Therese Musewicz 
Kia E. Newman 
Scott and Barbara Newman 
James and Janet MacColl Nicholson 
Kandance Weems Norris and 
 Ronald Norris 
Tony and Lisa Palmieri 
Janice and Philip Peterson 
   In Honor of Laverne and 
 Herb Kirkwood
Lori Phillips 
 In Honor of Teacher Laura Taylor
Satheesh and Brinda Raja 
Susan Renz and Catherine Stevenson 
Susan D. and Michael R. Rhile 
Wendy Mahoney and J. Eric Russell 
Blaise Santianni and Ramona Romero 
Susan and Harry Shreckengast 
Kenneth Scott 
Earl Sissell and Sonia Stamm 
Doris Tirado and Marna Barrett 
Robert G. and Donna L. Yosua 
Charles and Diane Zack 
Bill Belt and Jenny Zapf 
 
PARENTS OF ALUMNI/AE 
Anonymous 
Joseph and Patricia Becker 
Katharine Bepler 
David and Margaret Camp 
Selena and Ira Carle 
Tina and Tom Castano 
Ginny Christensen 
Phyllis Clark 
Bill Coneghen and Kate Thompson 

Glenn and Cindi Cooper 
Dennis and Regis Cronin 
Nancy DeMis and Bruce Turetsky 
Hans and Carla* Dietze 
Wendy Coopersmith Dignazio 
John and Lois Dyduck 
John and Deborah Ehleiter 
Lillian Emory 
June Evans 
 In Memory of Wayne Evans
Ellen and Bill Forsyth 
Judith Frerking 
 In Honor of Lara Parker
Alison and Gerry Frey 
Susan Garrison and Michael Campbell 
Dr. Urs & Thery Giger 
Scott Gilbert and Anne Raunio 
Daniel and Susan Gold 
Patricia and Daniel Hardy 
Robert Henderson 
Matthew Hendricks and Sandra Sage 
Sandy Howze 
Connie Hughes 
Margot Hunt 
Patricia D. Hunt 
Jairo Lora and Margaret Wheatley 
Frank Matarazzo and Anita Milici 
Phyllis and Manley Mincer 
Donald and Theresa Much 
Emily Myers and James Lebedda 
Janet Roeser Nordberg 
 In Honor of Doug Fritock
Joy and Richard Oakey 
Lynn and Bill Oberfi eld

 
Stan Pelli and Tina Duhaime 
Janice and Philip Peterson 
Pam and Larry Phelan 
Vatsala and K. Ramprasad 
Jorge Rogachevsky 
Rebecca and Thomas Schneider 
Douglas and Sandy Schwartz 
John and Jane Shaw 
Scott and Karen Sandlin Silverman 
Linda and Robert Small 
David Springer and Pamela Rootenberg 
Francy and Fred Strathmann 
Marsha and Jonathan Swezey 
Laura and Ken Taylor 
Sandra and Bruce Vermeychuk 
Arthur Weisfeld and Virginia Brabender 
Paul and Rhoda Weisz 
Dr. Craig and Pat Whitaker 
Thomas and Laura Woodward 
Drs. Pratap and Rekha Yagnik 

MONTHLY MEETINGS AND 
QUAKER ORGANIZATIONS 
Chester Monthly Meeting
Kennett Monthly Meeting 
Media Monthly Meeting 
Providence Monthly Meeting 
Springfi eld Monthly Meeting 
Philadelphia Yearly Meeting
 
TRUSTEES 
Donna Noonan Allen 
Jared W. Darlington 
Nancy Fitts Donaldson 
Jessica Eldredge 
Susan Elliott 
George S. Forsythe 
Donn Guthrie 
Brian R. Harris 
Susannah Henderson 
John R. James 
Eugene F. Jarrell 
Kia E. Newman 
Ken Park 
Harry Shreckengast 
Doris Tirado 
Arthur Weisfeld 
Althea Whyte 
 
TEACHERS/STAFF 
Marty Breslin 
Christine Costello 
Lisa Dainton 
Merril Dutton 
Olga Greto 
Cheryl Hollis 
C. Frederick Keffer 
Becky Martin-Scull 
 In Memory of Carroll and Lodema  
 Martin & Wesler and Marion Scull
Heather McLoughlin 
Phyllis Mincer 
Emily Myers 
Barbara Newman 
Lynn Oberfi eld 
Betty Peditto 
Janice Peterson 
Emily Richardson 
Douglas Schwartz 
Earl Sissell 
Roger A. Sternfeld  
Francy Strathmann 
Laura Taylor 
Christy Wessel-Powell 
 
IN MEMORY OF CARLA DIETZE 
R. Scott Aldridge 
Nancy Allison 
David and Margaret Camp 
Community Loudspeakers 
Frank and Michele Daly 
Nancy DeMis 
Wendy Coopersmith Dignazio 
Paul and Jackie Farnschlader 
George S. Forsythe 
Dr. Urs & Thery Giger 
Daniel and Susan Gold 
Bancroft and Dorothy Haviland 
Andrea and Steven Linvill 
Becky Martin-Scull and Will Scull 
Louise Mason 

Phyllis and Manley Mincer 
Lynn and Bill Oberfi eld 
Lachlan Pitcairn 
Regina B. Rogasch 
Maryanne Sarik 
Althea and Douglas Whyte 
 
IN MEMORY OF LOUISE WELLS 
Rev. Edward and Doris Brubaker 
Cynwyd Elementary School 
Rachel Lindley D’Alonzo 
Nancy DeMis 
June Evans 
George and Carole Forsythe 
Bancroft and Dorothy Haviland 
J.C. McElhinney 
Phyllis Mincer 
Lynn and Bill Oberfi eld 
Dorothy Reichardt 
Theresa  Tecco 
Lee and Patricia Yoder 
Beth Weinstein 
Althea and Douglas Whyte 
 
IN MEMORY OF 
HERMON WELLS 
Elizabeth Boyle 
Nancy DeMis 
Connie DiMedio 
Stuart and Carol Fisher 
Bancroft and Dorothy Haviland 
David Hewitt 
Charles and Julie Morse 
Mary Louise Munts 
Lynn and Bill Oberfi eld 
Paul and Helen Dickinson Olson 
Sophia Quinn-Judge 
Dorothy Reichardt 
Leona Strong and Clara Manjack 
Debbie and Paul Tomasi  
Beth Weinstein 
Marc and Nancy Werlinsky
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Alumni News 
We are proud to welcome the newest members of the MPFS Alumni 
Association: the Graduating Class of 2008! Pictured, Tessa Kuhn, Kelsey 
Miller, David Gathright, D.J. Bozentka, Asia Scott, Yassmin Zahran, Andy 
Aguilar, Kyle Vincent-Berrong  and Robyn Himelstein.

Members of the Class of 2008 have begun their high school careers at Church 
Farm School, Friends Select, Cardinal O’Hara, Delaware Valley Friends 
School, Strath Haven and the Tower Hill School. 

8
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BRUCE HUNT, ‘73, has been appointed to 
the Friends Fiduciary Board where he 
will serve on the Investment Committee. 
Friends Fiduciary manages capital 
for its national constituent of Quaker 
organizations.

DONNA MILLER, ‘77, wrote to us from 
Jackson Hole Wyoming where she 
“works and plays” to let us know that 
she is well and enjoying her daughter 
Odessa, 27, grandaughter Kaya, 8, and 
grandson Irie, 5 months. 

CLARENCE PEARSALL, ‘79, visited 
and recalled happy memories of his 
Kindergarten-eighth grade years. He 
was amazed at all the changes we have 
made. He enjoyed reminiscing about 
the loft in the original school house, 
a white-tailed deer that joined in on 
playground fun one day, the maypole, 
the treehouse, and his 8th grade class 
trip to Washington DC as well as 
schoolmates Marty and Kenny Hunt and 
their two sisters, John Barbato, Brian 
Holland, Donna Henry, the Linvills, 
Bruce Hunt and Bobby Fleming. 

BETTY JEAN DEMPSEY NE RANDOLPH, 
‘79, stopped by to see how things had 
changed since her years here. A Drexel 
University graduate, she presently 
works for a senior care organization and 
has 2 children. 

JOE ALONSO, ‘87, has been working as 
a police offi cer since 1993. He is also 
a volunteer fi refi ghter/EMT for the 
Parkside Fire Company and teaches for 
the EMT program in Delaware County. 
He and his wife Dawn have a son, 
Michael.  

HILLARY RUBESIN, ‘97, has obtained 
her Masters in Expressive Art Therapy 
from Lesley University and is presently 
working with adolescents with mood 
disorders. 

ADRIAN ARNETT , ‘98, is enrolled 
in medical school at the Uniformed 
Services University in Bethesda 
Maryland. 

JAKE EHLEITER, ‘01 has been keeping 
busy at Franklin and Marshall where 
he writes for the school newspaper and 
plays in the Jazz and Wind Ensembles 
when not pursuing his studies in 
Philosophy and Religion. 

GREGORY 
PARKER, ‘01, 
stopped in to 
visit on break 
from Clarion 
University 
(having just 
transferred 

from California University of PA) 
where he is between his Junior and 
Senior year, majoring in Psychology and 
playing basketball.  

SANDRA VAN DER BORST,‘02, is studying 
International Economics and Business 
at the University of Groningen in the 
Netherlands. 

EMILY RICHARDS, ‘03, wrote to thank her 
eighth grade “pen pal,” Tessa Kuhn, for 
sending a mid-term care package at Rocky 
Mountain College of Art and Design 
where she is majoring in Fine Arts. 

JANAY SPAIN, ‘03, is studying Massage 
Therapy at the CHUBB Institute.    

SAMMY SHELTON, ‘07, popped in while 
visiting the 
states from her 
new home in 
Switzerland.  
Her timing was 
great as she ran 
into Summer 
Friends CIT 

and fellow alum Molly Shoenfeld, 
joining her and her charges on a trip to 
O’Malley’s Ice Cream Pub.  Sammy 
will be entering 10th grade at College 
du Leman. 

To parents of Alumni: If your son or daughter 

has a new mailing address, please send or 

email us current information for our records.  

Our email address is: info@fox.mpfs.org.

Shelbi Hall, Samantha Miller, Stephanie Baidokas, 
Julia Shreckengast and Asha Deane represented 

the class of 2007 at June 2008’s graduation 
ceremony.



“Better to Light a Candle than 
Curse the Darkness” 

9

Whether growing out of academic studies, arising organically from examination of the Quaker testimonies (e.g. Peace, Equality 
or Community), or coming to us from another source (American Friends Service Committee, local agencies, parents, Meetings), 
opportunities for service and stewardship are encouraged at MPFS.  Some projects are repeated by a particular grade each 
year to encourage on-going relationships with other institutions (Media Elementary School, Kennett Family Center, the Center 
Foundation).  Opportunities to address emergency needs also present themselves from time to time.  In each instance, to ensure 
that service is meaningful, effi cient and effective, projects are carefully considered for fi t with the mission, culture and diversity of 
the school, and simplicity in scope and cost.

It is also important that projects be age-appropriate, meeting goals 
delineated for each division of the school.  In pre-school, for 
example, these are to increase awareness of helping others through 
simple means, right in our backyards, and sometimes even right 
here at school (a partner class or another PreK class).  For lower 
school, service might involve light travel and work as we look to 
connect student learning with needs in Delaware County.  In middle 
school, when students have a greater capacity for independent 
work, service projects entail a broader scope of awareness (world-
wide) and frequently grow out of subject-specifi c curriculum or 
Quakerism class. 

After painting fl ower pots and planting them with bright spring blooms, 
1st graders delivered them to the homebound at 
Kendal Crosslands.  

3rd graders made holiday treats to thank local 
community workers for their year-round service. 

After learning that half the world’s 
poor suffer from waterborne 
diseases, 6th graders were 
inspired to raise funds to purchase 
Life Straw personal fi ltration tools 
for families without access to 
potable water.  

Middle school students cleaned and tested toys and 
sorted children’s books and clothing as part of their 
service trip to Cradles to Crayons’ Giving Factory 
Warehouse in Horsham.

Working in teams of two, 2nd graders utilized their 
knowledge of Spanish to illustrate and write bilingual books to 
help immigrant children in Kennett Square acclimate to our culture. 
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IMPORTANT DATES:  
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Meet Teacher Calperta – Director, Extended Day
Teacher 
Calperta Scott, 
aka Teacher 
C, can most 
often be found 
surrounded by 
pre-schoolers 
eagerly sharing 

their latest accomplishments, posing 
questions, or simply wanting to hold her 
hand.  Her gentle manner draws young 
children who sense the unconditional love 
she holds for them. 

But Calperta wasn’t always Teacher C!  
Previously, she was Ms. Scott… fi rst, fresh 
from Temple’s Juvenile Justice program, 
at “Some Other Place,” a group halfway 
home for adjudicated teens in West 
Philadelphia.  And next, at what was to be 
her home for two decades: Girard College, 
a boarding school for children from single 
parent homes. 

Born and raised 20 minutes from Girard, 
she knew the school through family 

history.  Her father had marched around 
the walls of the castle-like campus with 
Jesse Jackson when she was just a young 
girl, seeking to integrate the then all-white 
boys school.  It was a wonderful moment 
for her family when she was hired there 
as a House Parent, symbolic of how far 
things had come. They soon progressed 
further when the school began admitting 
girls for the fi rst time. 

At Girard, Calperta eventually became 
Dean of Elementary Residential Staff 
where she was responsible for 24 staff 
members, buildings and food service, and 
the counseling of 270 students.  Despite 
the round-the-clock nature of her job, 
while there she obtained her degree in 
Organizational Management from Eastern 
University. A diabetes diagnosis, however, 
forced her to seek a change of pace.  

By happy circumstance, she drove by 
MPFS and left a resume.  T. Lynn quickly 
offered Calperta the only position available 
then, working part time in Extended 

Day, just to snap up this gem for our 
community.  Now she’s here full time, 
assisting with the PreK-3’s, and Directing 
Extended Day. 

Calperta loves the elementary years and 
is “blessed to be involved in children’s 
lives.”  She says she has found at MPFS 
“the same family feeling that made Girard 
so special.”  She appreciates the values 
independent schools impart, having seen 
how they transform students’ lives.   

Teacher C lives near school where she 
raises exotic fi nches.  At one time she cared 
for as many as 21 birds, but now she’s down 
to 2 fi nches and a cockatiel. She fi nds her 
present fl ock more manageable!  Calperta 
also loves to travel, counting opportunities 
to explore Alaska and Hawaii among the 
high points of her life. 

We’re glad she also counts working at 
MPFS among those high points because 
we’d be “at sea” without our “C”! 
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