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Friends School

Syrian Families, Refugees in Jordan: QUAKER TESTIMONIES IN ACTION

As a Friends school, MPFES tries to involve the community
in events that spark conversations about how we as individu-
als can affect change in the world around us. This fall, MPES
welcomed Carol Shearon, a textile artist, photographer,
grandmother, and member of Gwynedd Friends Meeting, for a
presentation and conversation titled Syrian Families, Refugees
in Jordan. Students from grade four and up attended with
their families as well as outside members of the community for
this special event.

To begm the program, Drew Smith, the Executive Director
of Friends Council on
Education, spoke on the
ways in which Friends
schools in particular, with
the teachings of Quaker
testimonies (once called
“disciplines”), educate
children to be active
global citizens. “We hope
that you develop hearts
and minds that you
discipline to think about
the world in particular
ways. We hope that you
are curious, we hope that
you are compassionate,
and we hope that you
are seeking truth throughout your life,” Smith said. He went
on to say that Shearon is a good exemplar of the way Quaker
faith turns into action,

Shearon believes educating her own community about
the crisis, particularly students, will make room for empathy
and understanding that will lead to real change. She began by
speaking about her work with the UN High Commission on
Refugees (UNHCR) and her visits to refugee camps. Through
her work, she has had the opportunity to meet Syrian families
living in refugee camps in Jordan and see the ways in which
UN initiatives support them. The presentation focused on

Photo by Carol Shearon of a
Syrian girl born in a refugee
camp in Jordan

understanding the Syrian refugee crisis, who refugee families
are, and what we as individuals can do to help. “It’s so easy
to think you can’t make a difference, that one
person can’t do anything,” says Shearon.
“But if you work from the perspective
that what you are doing is trying to
make a small difference in something
that is important to you, what you

find is that instead of diminishing your

energy it actually gives you energy.”
In her presentation, Shearon described

Syrian refugees as “middle class world citizens” who have now

been displaced from their homes. There are 65.5 million fore-

ibly displaced people in the world today and, as Shearon points

out, the number is not getting any smaller. In 2016, the UN

reported that 13.5 million of the 22 million people living in

MPFS students with presenter Carol Shearon at community
event Syrian Families, Refugees in Jordan

Syria were in need of aid. She went on to explain how the UN
prioritizes who to help in such a massive crisis covering the ver-
ting process and challenges encountered by the sheer volume of
Syrian people needing assistance.
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Dear Friends,

Several times each year, we host programs open to the
community that align with Quaker values spark conversations
among our students and broaden their experience in the world.
In November, we were lucky to have Gwenydd Friends Meeting
member Carol Shearon speak with our community about the
Syrian refugee crisis and what we as individuals can to do help.
This presentation folds in nicely with this issue’s Dragon Tales
theme of Integrity. (You can read more about what this
testimony means and how it is incorporated into the
curriculum at MPES in our Testimony Spotlight.)

The overarching message of the Syrian Families, Refugees
in fordan presentation was that though we may often feel help-
less when faced with a problem as massive as the refugee crisis,
there are ways in which we can help that are practical and
follow the “think globally, act locally ethos” that we hold dear
here at MPES. Carol felt a “leading” to help Syrian refugees,
which led her to visit a refugee camp in Jordan, and then to
bring her experiences back to our community. In speaking to
students in my Quakerism classes after the program, it was
obvious that her caring, passion, and commitment for the
families she met, and all of those who are displaced due to
the war, had a profound impact. We hope that everyone who
attended the program walked away from the event similarly
energized to champion whatever cause it is they are passionate
about. You can learn more about presenter Carol Shearon and
the wonderful event in our feature article.

As a community, we rely on the integrity of individuals to
help make the community stronger. We are thankful to have
parents, alumni, and friends of the school who have conerib-
uted so much to support the MPES community and who you
can read about in our Development section. Additionally, in
this issue you will find our Annual Report of Giving listing the
generous donors in 2016-2017 who we thank for continuing to
think of MPFS as a worthy recipient of your gifts.

We hope during this season of giving that you continue to
“think globally, act locally” — whatever that may mean to you.
And we would love to hear what you and your family are doing
in your communities to let your lives speak. If you have a story
to share, please consider emailing us at info@fox.mpfs.org and
you could be featured in upcoming promotion for MPES!

In Friendship,

W. Earl Sissell
Head of School
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WELCOME OUR NEW TRUSTEE.:
Ngozi Atanmo

When Ngozi Atanmo and her son Austin
moved to the Philadelphia area in 2015, Ngozi
sought a school that would be “a safe place for
[Austin] to grow and develop both personally
and academically as a young black man.” Austin
entered MPES as a 6th grader and will graduate
8th grade in June as a member of the Class of 2018.

Here, Ngozi found what she was seeking. “When [ visited the school,

I was impressed with the small classroom sizes and the overall welcoming
and accommodating community,” she says. “I had not heard of Friends
schools prior to moving to the area, but every person I spoke with spoke
very highly of a Friends school education and I wanted my son to experi-
ence that.” She has enjoyed watching Austin, who she describes as having
been “pretty shy at first” and a reluctant public speaker, break out of his
shell and grow more comfortable and confident during his rime ac MPES.

They moved to Pennsylvania from Ohio, where Ngozi had lived since
age 13. Ngozi spent her early childhood in Nigeria with her Nigerian
father and American mother until her family moved back to the United
States and settled in Akron, OH, her mother’s hometown. Ngozi earned a
pair of Bachelor’s Degrees (in Organizational Development and Change as
well as Marketing) and her MBA from the University of Toledo. She spent
six months out of state in Washington, DC, as an intern at the Environ-
mental Protection Agency.

She began her career in the Management Training program at Enter-
prise Rent-A-Car and then in an account manager role where she man-
aged a rental account for a medium-sized insurance company. For the
last 11 years, Ngozi has worked in the Federal Reserve System, first at the

Federal Reserve Bank of Cleveland and now ar the Federal Reserve Bank of

Philadelphia. She is currently a project manager in the End User Services
division at the Philadelphia Federal Reserve Bank, responsible for manag-
ing large IT projects and programs for the Fed.

In addition to her work, Ngozi enjoys traveling and spending time
with her family, and particularly likes combining the two, such as on a
“very exciting” trip to Spain last year. She likes to try out new restaurants
and cuisines, and seeks out time for beach vacations. At Austin’s previ-
ous school, she served as treasurer of the PTA Board. She was also on the
Board of Akron’s Freedom House for Women, which she says provides
“housing and educational opportunities for homeless women and those
trying to get back on their feet.”

As an MPFS parent, Ngozi has felt supported and engaged. She has
appreciated the flexibility to be “as involved as I could be,” the commu-
nity feel, and the warmth and willingness of other parents to share their
experiences and opinions. “When it comes to the student body, I love
the diversity,” she adds. “I would like to see that reflected even more in

our faculty.”
As a new Trustee, she looks forward to having the opportunity to weigh
in on such relevant issues, share her perspectives, “... positively influence

some the decisions made at the Board level that impact our community ...
and perhaps offer alternate and diverse viewpoints on decisions that
impact our school.”

SYRIAN FAMILIES... | Continucd from cover

Students were encouraged to empathize
with the refugee families and see simi-
larities between the refugee families and
their own families. She showed photos of
refugee families she became acquainted
with and students got a feel for their daily
lives in the refugee camp. It was clear to
our students that these children looked as
if they could be in their own classroom
and not any different from them. Shearon
went on to give students a virtual tour of
homes inside a refugee camp. Students
learned how families collected water to
cook and wash, and how they heat water
with a propane tank, and cook with a
single burner on the floor of their shelter.
Shearon had students brainstorm other
obstacles families in refugee camps might
face which got students thinking about
the everyday comforts they may take
for granted.

To close, Shearon had these powerful
words to share, “Even though the refugees
aren’t on the front page anymore, they
haven't gone away. And they certainly
havent gone home.” Here she emphasized
the importance of keeping those in
need in mind especially once they aren’t
splashed across the front page.

It is her hope that her presentation
will mobilize families to rake up whatever
cause ignites their passion, be it the
refugee crisis or any other issue they
can make a connection with. She feels
strongly about the impact activism can
have within one’s own community or
family. “There is such power in a com-
munity of people coming together with
a joint concern. Working to develop a
worthy project within a community —a
Meeting, school, family, or neighborhood
— enlivens that community and strengthens
it,” says Shearon.

MPES is grateful to have had the
opportunity to learn about this project
and hope it inspires action throughout our
community. If you would like to watch a
video of the event, please visit our Photo/
Video Gallery at mpfs.org/photo-gallery
and click the Video tab.
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ANNUAL GIVING REPORT!

‘We thank the following donors for their contributions — unrestricted, restricted, and gifts-in-

kind — received during the last academic year, between July 1, 2016 — June 30, 2017

While every effort was made to
nclude all donors, if we have
ormilled your name, please
cortact us so that we can malke
cormrections in the next issue.

ALUMNI/-AE
Anonymous
John Bartholomew 79
Donna Brenner ‘81
Beth Bjorkman Christman
Fern Clark ‘78
Jennifer Payne Conway ‘86
James Cope
Blythe Danner
Tracy Kathryn Davis 79
Christopher Dictze ‘81
Randolph R.’77 and

Nancy L. Dole ‘81
Nancy Fitts Donaldson ‘37
James Eahy I11 ‘81
Charles A. Ferguson
Daniel Filert ‘87
George S. Forsythe 45
James T. Forsythe “41
Susan Forsythe
Alex Garfinkel ‘04
Leslie Duff Goldsmith 71
Donn Guthrie
Jean Hannemann
Cyril H. Harvey 11 37
Thomas Haviland 72
Susannah Henderson
Nandita Yagnik Hogan ‘85
Dr. Susan Holak ‘69
Frederick R. Hood I1I *59
Chris Hoover ‘67
Mark Hoover ‘66
Herschel D. Horn ‘83
Bruce Everert Hunt
Martin Hunt 79
Timothy Hunt ‘70
Eleanor Houghron Hurd ‘46
Joplin James ‘78
Sue Linvill Jochum 77
Brian Keartes ‘83 and

Beth van Kricken Keates ‘86
Caroline Little Keeler ‘81
Larry Knight ‘81
Joan Baker Krehnbrink ‘68
Christopher LaGamba ‘13
Samuel M. Laird 56
Catherine Lathwell ‘83
Steve Linvill ‘80
Gwyneth Elkinton Loud
Suzanne Egli Maughan ‘53
Edith Thompson McAfee ‘80
Anita Covert McNamara ‘80
Ellen Fitts Millick ‘39
Lexi Mincer ‘01
Donna Henry Moore ‘78
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Jenny Qakey ‘81
Matthew Oakley 83
Jillian Oberfield ‘93
Josh Oberficld
Zachary Oberfield ‘90
Kathleen A. Ogilvie Greene
Jo Ann Pearson 77
Cristina Perachio ‘01
Laura Dierze Pino 79
In Memory Of Carla Dietze
Benjamin Polk ‘84
Peter Richan
Emily Richards “03
Emily Richardson
Katrina Rogachevsky 99
Ellic Roscnbcrg ‘78
Christine Gellert Russell ‘86
Paul Scheibe ‘96
Sherilynne Clanon Skelly ‘77
Peter C. Sontag ‘84
Roger A. Sternfeld ‘66
Todd Stewart */8
Martha Chamberlain Stiles
Eli Stoughton ‘01
Elliot Strathmann
Kare Strathmann
Luke Strathmann
Will Strathmann
Donald P. van Kricken Jr. ‘84
David A. Windsor 74
Cass Winner
Bob Wise ‘81
“Tammy Booker Woodson 76

CORPORATIONS/FOUNDATIONS

Alpin J. and Alpin W. Cameron
Memorial Fund

AmazonSmile Foundation

Bryn Mawr ‘Trust Company

Children’s Scholarship Fund
Philadelphia

Colgate-Palmolive Company

DNB First

Energy Income Partners

Frames and Company

GE Foundadon

General Mills

Hawkins Technologies LLC

Iron Workers Bank

Meridian Bank

Philadelphia Insurance Companies

Philip Roscnau Co. Inc.

Pinocchio’s Pizza

PNC Foundation

Republic Bank

Schoolhouse Pictures

The Fricnds Collaborarive

The Nina Abrams Fund

UHS of Pennsylvania

Utica Nadonal Insurance Group

Verizon Foundation

FRIENDS OF THE SCHOOL
Mayland Crosson
In Memaory Of Jared Darlington
Timothy Dean and Susan Hagness
In Honor Of Elins Kradel
Nino DeProphetis

Raymond Dunne

Mark Forsythe
In Honor Of George and
Carole Forsythe

Leslie Friedman

Dr. Paul Glickman

Dr. M. Jean Greenlaw

Olga Greto

Donald and Carol Guthrie

Rosamond J. Hannum

Wilson and Susan Hartranft

Bruce Everert Hunt and
Kathryn Mehan

Alice Lenthe

Robert Linn

Carlos and Loretta Orpilla

Eilcen and William Paul

Wendy Rourke

Ron and Dottie Schindlinger

Donald B. Samm

Sally Braffman

Victoria Viglione

Pat and Ann Walsh

Betty Ward

GRANDPARENT
Sandra Alley
Anonymous
Ms. Jane Bitzer
In Honor Of Parker Nolan Riess
Fran and Carol Bradley
Cathy Brady
Sam and Barbara Rosc Caldwell
In Honor Of Zachary and
Charlotte Dunne
Charles and Carol Coffman
Margaret DelPrato
In Honor Of Jacob DelPrato
Karen and William Evans
Roy and Judy Gephart
In Honor Of Greg Gephart
Gary and Bonnie Graham
Bob and Ann Hays
Molly IHeckscher
Nancy and Neil Hoffmann
John Jaeger
Bernard and Barbara Lehrman
In Honor Of Madelyn, lan, and
Stella Lebrman
Christine and Mike Llewellyn
Kate and Scott McGrail-Peasley
Patricia and Joseph Menig
Carolyn and Jim Merrigan
In Honor Of Jay Li Kostal and
Drs. Li and Kostal
Sally Newport and Ken Shackman
Diane and Loren Rice
Albert and Sharon Riess
Rev. William Sissell
Amy Solipaca
Stewart and Sidney Spahr
Miriam Stamm and Stan Rosner
Bonnic Templin
In Honor Of Kiley Bernet
Daphne Wilcox
In Honor Of Elias Kradel

MEETING MEMBERS
Donna Noonan Allen
Anonymous
Paul and Billic Brink
Sam and Barbara Rose Caldwell
David and Margarct Camp
Fern Clark 78
Patricia Coiner
Jane Cosinuke
Lisa Dainton
Anjali and Paul DelPrato
Christopher Dietze ‘81
Hans Dietze
Randolph R."77 and Nancy L. Dole ‘81
Nancy Fitts Donaldson 37
Susannah Henderson and

Ryan Dunne
Susan Elliott-Johnson
Dorothy Flanagan
Susan and Garrett™ Forsythe
James T. Forsythe ‘41
Carole and George S. Forsythe “45
Michael J] Campbell and

Susan (zarrison
Donna Hope and Gregory Gleichman
Gray and Janncy Goodman
Bruce and Prudence Haines
Jean and Walter Hannemann
Brian R. and Nancy Harris
Cyril H. Harvey 11 37
Thomas Haviland ‘72
Dorothy Haviland
Peter and Peggy Hewitt
Dana Houghton
Greta Hudak and Wayne Peischl
Parricia D. Hunt
Eleanor Houghton Hurd “46
Joplin James 78
Tony and Sue Linvill Jochum 77
Alex Kendrick
Eliza Lewis
Andrea and Steve Linvill ‘80
Paul and Peg Linvill
Robert P and Joy C. Marshall
Will Scull and Becky Martin-Scull
Cynthia and Brian McGoff
Patricia and Patrick McGrail-Peasley
Ellen Fitts Millick 39
Ann Murray
Ben Fenwick and Jillian Oberfield ‘93
Felicia Lin and Zachary Oberficld ‘90
Lynn and William Oberfield
Josh and Annie Oberfield
Ken and Donna Park
Janice Kirkwood and Phil Peterson
Laura Dictze Pino 79
John and Jane Shaw
Parker Snowe and Leslie Friedman
Debra Will and Dave Thomas
Rhoda Weisz
Claire Wilson

PARENT

Hakim Abdus Salaam and
Karima Alderman

Anonymous

Conlinued on page 5
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Laurie Arnold
Amy and Meade Baker
Brittany and Timothy Bowen
Kelly Bradley-Dodds
Marianne and Brian Coffman
Danielle Cunningham
Anjali and Paul DelPrato
Angela DiMaria and Martt Lane
John and Jeanne Donnelly
Amber Brown
Amy Francis and Eric Derk
Randall and Stephanie Gaboriault
Greg Gephart and Michal Hall
Erin and Evan Gold
Jose and Flory Gonzalez
Kelly and Nat Graham
Dawn Greenlaw and Shawn Scully
Daryl Gruar and Iris Paltin Gruar
David Thomas and Ericha Guzzetii
Jim and Lucienne IHardy
Susannah Henderson and

Ryan Dunne
Tracy Hicks and Patrick Egan
Holly and Richard Hoffmann
Kathryn and Edmund Homa
Grera Hudak and Wayne Peischl
Rick and Deborah Irwin
Kathryn Jones and Julie Millward

Stacey Joseph-Fizgibbons
Machele and Ron Kortum
Allyson and Jeffrey Lehrman
Michael Kostal and Ina Li
Lucinda and Edmund Lo

Sumana Madhav and Madhav Gopal

Dawn and Charles Manley

Cynthia and Brian McGoff

Patricia and Patrick McGrail-Peasley

Philip and Hoa McLean

Denise and Mendy Morrison

Nancy and Don Nicely

Charles and Kathryn Ombam

Ann Marie Park

Martin Pepper and Jennifer Camp

Gianie Perez and Daniel White

Gillian and Aaron Pierre

Justine and Michael Polster

Deborah and Albert Riess

Jennifer and Mark Schlegel

Elizabeth Sheldon and Kevin Hardy

Kathleen McCullough and
Christopher Shuster

Sunka Simon and Michael Hayse

Earl Sissell and Sonia Stamm

Catherine Spahr

Diana and Cameron Spalding

Kim Spraggs

Cabrina and Nicholas Stanck

Bethany and Jonathan Stetler

Constance Cottman-Thomas and
William Thomas

Jennifer Trayah

Tony and Meagan Watkins

Melissa Wilcox and Adam Kradel

Zora and Wojrek Wolfe

Ansa and Kelly Yiadom

PARENT OF ALUMNI
Joseph and Patricia Becker
Sam and Barbara Rosc Caldwell
Michael JJ Campbell and
Susan Garrison
Karen Carbutt
Peter and Mimi Chamberlain
Denisc Chiolo
Ginny Christensen
Beth and Alan Collins
Dennis and Regis Cronin
Kent and Shannon Davidson
Laura Dawson
Ians Dietze
Randolph R.’77 and
Nancy L. Dole ‘81
John and Deborah Ehleiter
Earl Ekas and Mary Platt
Jessica and Gifford Eldredge
Susan Ellior-Johnson
Lillian Emory
Pamela Haines and Charles Esser
June Evans

Judy and Tim Fitzgerald

Keith Brown and Parricia Flores-Brown
Anne Raunio M.D. and Scott Gilbert

Sidney W. and Patricia R. Gilford
Donn and Holly Guthric
Bruce and Prudence 1 laines
Jean and Walter Hannemann
Adam Preser and Tiffany Hanulec
Daniel and Patricia Hardy
James L. Hardy Jr.
Gopal Subramanian and
Raelyn Harman
Brian R. and Nancy Harris
R. Matthew Hendricks and
Sandra Sage
Connie I Tughes
Patricia . Hunt
Eleanor Houghton Hurd ‘46
Eugene [ and Tracey Jarrell
Suc Linvill Jochum ‘77 and
Tony Jochum
Sage Kelsey
Grace E King
Karen S. Koziara
Eliza Lewis
Andrea and Steve Linvill ‘80
Paul and Peg Linvill
Jairo Lora and Margaret Wheatley
Christina Coia and Charles Lowitz
Robert and Phyllis Manley
Michele and Paul Marcolongo
Michael and Judith Marcus
Robert P. and Joy C. Marshall
Edward L. and Amy ]. Miller
Phyllis and Manley Mincer
Donald and Theresa Much
Therese Musewicz and
Frank Hubbard
Lynn and William Oberfield
Ronda and William O’Donncll
Anthony and Lisa Palmieri
Stan Pelli and Tina Duhaime
Janice Kirkwood and Phil Peterson

Evelyn and Darryl Ridgeway
Ellen and Steve Rubesin
Richard and Lynne Scheibe
Kenneth Scott
John and Jane Shaw
Harry and Susan Shreckengast
Karen and Larry Sica
Chris and Tisa Slager
Linda and Robert Small
Lisanna Stotts
Laura and Ken Taylor
Doris Tirado and Marna Barrett
Barbara Turner MD and
Francisco Gonzales Scarano MD
Anne and Richard Umbrecht
Sandra and Bruce Vermeychuk
Arthur Weisfeld and
Virginia Brabender
Rhoda Weisz
Melissa Wilcox and Adam Kradel
Dr. Pratap Yagnik
Charles and Diane Zack

QUAKER MEETINGS AND
ORGANIZATIONS
Chester Monthly Meeting Of Friends
Elizabeth Taylor Distribution
Friends Council On Education
Friends Educational Equity
Collaborative
Friends Fiduciary Corporation
Haverford Friends Meeting
Haverford Quarterly Meeting
Media Friends Mecting
Old Iaverford Friends Meeting
Providence Friends Meeting
The Thomas H. and
Mary W. Shoemaker Fund
The Thomas H. and
Mary W. Shoemaker Fund
In Honor Of Zachary and
Charlotte Dunne
Wyatt Wistar Brown Fund

TEACHER/STAFF
Mary Ayers

Daryl Ballough

Teri Buda

David Camp

Karen Carbure
IHeather Chamberlain
Christine Chang
April Chester
Patricia Coiner

Lisa Dainton
Angela DiMaria
Shirley Dodson
Dawn Greenlaw
James L. Hardy Jr.
Holly Hoffmann
Shannon Hohl

C. Frederick Kefter
Grace E King

Jamie Lauch
Cynthia McGoff
Lisa Morales

Van Nguyen

Joe Payne

Cristina Perachio ‘01
Emily Richardson
Megan Scanlon
Robin Schneider
Calperta Scott

Earl Sissell

Michael Spellman
IFrancy Strathmann
Donna Svinis

Laura Taylor

Kristen Thomas Clarke
Jennifer Trayah
Claire Wilson

TRUSTEE

Michael J] Campbell
Jennifer Payne Conway ‘86
Susan Elliott-Johnson
George S. Forsythe 45
Greg Gephart

Donn Guthrie

Bruce Haines
Susannah Henderson
Alex Kendrick

Ina Li

Ann Murray

Josh Oberfield

Martin Pepper
Christopher Shuster
Parker Snowe

Meagan Watkins
Debra Will

AUCTION PADDLE RAISE -
THE ARTS
Sherrill Adams
Donna Allen
Hadeel and Aymen Alrez
Anonymous
Laurie Arnold
Philip Bartocci
Jean A Boardman
Brittany and Timothy Bowen
Cathy Brady
David and Margaret Camp
Michacl Campbell and

Susan Carrison
Ginny Christensen
Kristen Thomas Clarke
Maggie and James Crowner
Heather and Josh Dembling
Nancy DeMis and Bruce Turetsky
Nino DeProphetis
Angela Di Maria and Mart Lane
Frank and Sandy DiMaria
Sherry Dougherty

Continued on page 7
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2017 CORNERSTONE AWARD RECIPIENT: George S. Forsythe 45

An alumnus, former Trustee of the
school, and 1876 Society Member, as
well as a birthright member of Media
Monthly Meeting, George is Media-
Providence Friends School’s stalwart

steward, consummate craftsman, and
quictest Quaker caretaker. In October

2017, the MPES Board of Trustees and
our Advancement Committee honored

oiled meeting room benches, our well-
pruned and groomed grounds, and the
podium used ar graduation and many

school events.

Everything that George creates, re-
pairs, and makes possible preserves and
bolsters the School’s history, function,
and integrity. Yet, he acts with no fuss
or fanfare, seeking as little attention

George Forsythe pictured with daughter Donna and wife Carole

George with the Murry Engle Lauser
Cornerstone Award for Outstanding
Service to the School.

The Cornerstone Award, first given
in 1986 to former Head of School
Murry Engle Lauser, is bestowed upon
individuals who exhibit an ongo-
ing interest and commitment to the
school. This includes a commitment
to Quaker philosophies of education,
involvement within Friends Meet-
ings and organizations and the MPFS
community; and both financial and
volunteer support of the school.

George's care for MPFS is every-
where, tangible, and often crafted out
of wood. We find it in the tools and
work table he donated to our Maker-
space, the cabinet he constructed o
store our iPads and Chromebooks, the
carefully crafted wood items he donates
to the Spring Auction, the school and
testimony signs he made for outdoor
display, the properly maintained and
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as possible. Quaker founder George
Fox said of himself: “I was plain, and
would have all things done plainly; for
1 did not seek any outward advantage
to myself.” Plainly, we can say the same
about our George.

George started attending Media
Friends 80 years ago at age four, fol-
lowing his older brothers Garrett and
Jim, and attended through 4th grade,
the School’s highest grade at the time.
Their mother Emma worked at the
school, and the family lived right in
Media Borough. His family’s Quaker
legacy dates back centuries. “My par-
ents and grandparents would be very
pleased to know that my brothers and [
have been honored, and they deserve it
more than we did,” George has said.

After one semester at Earlham Col-
lege, George found that he was to be
drafted as he hadnt applied for student
deferment. He decided to enlist in the
Marines and served for three years. His

deployment to Korea coincided with

a cease fire, so he spent 15 months
training and doing maneuvers in Japan
before returning to and completing
his service at Camp Lejeune in North
Carolina. He headed back to and
graduated from Earlham.

Always handy, George built for
himself a reputation as a master crafts-
man. He ook a 300-year-old house
with no plumbing or electricity that
had stood vacant for many years and
rebuilt it into his home with wife
Carole and then their two children. He
worked in construction for himself, for
a general contractor, and was with the
Paul Restall Company for the last 14
years of his career.

George joined the MPFS Board of
Trustees in 2005 and served a full 12-
year term. Carole tells us that George
was thrilled to be on our Board. “His
family’s life was centered on the Meet-
ing and this is like a second home to
him,” she says. Now, she’s thrilled for
and very proud of her husband as a
Cornerstone Award recipient.

George and Carole have supported the
School financially year after year, de-
cade after decade. They give generously
to the annual MPFS Fund and helped
fund our major campus and building
renovation back in 2005. Their consis-
tent philanthropy makes a statement,
yet as is typical, George prefers under-
statement, simply saying that they “just
do what they can” to help.

Among many other MPFS events,
George has been glad to attend 8th
grade graduation each year, where he
enjoys seeing how the School influ-
enced and impacted our students along
the way. “Education counts, that's why
this school counts,” George says. “It
lays the foundation for these kids to
move on with confidence, and thart’s
why [ care.”



In May, we lost a dear member of our school and
Meeting communities, Garrett Forsythe. While we feel his
absence, he lives on in stories, memories, and meaningful
contributions. His personal and family legacy at MPFS
and in Media Meeting is one of the many ways in which
Garrete let his life speak.

Garrett was a true historian for the school and the
Meeting and delighted in sharing about events occurring
over 70 years. “T always enjoyed seeing Garrett come to
the school office,” says Margaret Camp, clerk of Media
Meeting, who also worked in the MPES office from 1981
to 2007. “For him, 125 W. Third St. was ‘home’ on any
day of the week.” He was just as curious about recent
developments in the life of the school, particularly tech-
nology implementation for students. A former research
and product development engineer for DuPont, and a
holder of multiple patents, Garrett was a lifelong learner.

Garrett also lived our his faith in MPFES through his
work on school and Meeting relations. “Garrett was
proud to say that he was a ‘birthright member’ of Media
Friends Meeting and he cherished his childhood years as
a student attending Media Friends School in the 1930s,”
says Margaret. “The school held a special place in his
heart all his life. In recent times, when the school came
up as a topic in Meeting discussions, Garrett readily and
empathetically reminded Friends of the importance of the
school for the Meeting.”

George Forsythe, Garrett’s brother, recalls Garrett’s
passion for flight, remembering his brother building
model airplanes and his plan to become a pilot. Garrett
enrolled in the Navy V-12 college training program, and
studied mechanical engineering while training as a naval
officer. He served in the Korean War, where he flew more

HONORING THE MEMORY OF K€Elg (4@l g3 {g1S]

\

(Pictured left to right) Brothers Garret, Jim, & George Forsythe

than 65 missions off of aircraft carriers. While a seem-
ingly unusual choice for a Quaker, it was Garrett’s leading
and he never shied away from following his own path.
Fred Keffer, former MPES business manager, fondly
remembers Garrett sharing his “Flying Quaker Navy Pilot”
stories when they met to discuss Meeting and school
responsibilities. Fred recalls those stories as being much

more entertaining than figuring out shared expenses!

In addition to being an alumnus, former Trustee,
and Media Meeting member, Garrett received the 1991
Cornerstone Award with his wife Susan. For over four
decades, Garrett and Susan contributed to the school,
supporting the annual MPFES Fund and capital campaigns,
to ensure that MPES and the Meeting were well cared for

and funded.

As we honor the memory of our beloved Friend Garrett

—and hold his memory and his lovely wife Susan in the

Light — let’s also consider how we let our own lives speak.

ANNUAL GIVING REPORT DONORS | Conlinued from page 5

Ryan Dunne and Tracy A. Hicks and Patrick Egan

Susannah Henderson Holly and Richard Hoffmann
Susan Elliotr-Johnson and Herschel Horn
Christopher Johnson Deborah and Rick Irwin
William and Karen Evans The Isler Family
Amy Francis and Eric Derk Tracey and Gene Jarrell
GE Foundation Marching Janice Kirkwood and Philip Peterson
Gifts Program Jacob Kleinman Phillips
D Gayle Gellerstedt Sharon Kukawski
Greg Gephart and Michal Hall Jeffrey and Allyson Lehrman
Cecile and Steve Gilson Ina Li and Mike Kostal
Kelly and Nat Graham Michelle and Robert Lindenmuth
Dawn Greenlaw and Shawn Scully Scott Lombardo
Roberta Greenlaw Andres G. Lora
Holly and Donn Guthric Marci Maisano
Bruce and Prudence I aines Tina Martin
‘I'he Hanson Family Cynthia A. McGoft
Robert and Ann Hays Hoa and Philip McLean

Felicity Meu

Julie Millward and Kathryn Jones

Nancy and Don Nicely

The Nina Abrams Fund

Kathryn and Charles Ombam

Chrissy Pearson

PNC Marching Gifts

Heidi Rupert Poliafico

Justine and Michacl Polster

Katrina C Rogachevsky

Les and Elsie Schafer

Austin W Schoenkopf

Asia Scott

Dana and Kevin Scverance

Elizabeth Sheldon and Kevin Hardy

Christopher Shuster and
Kathleen McCullough

Earl Sissell and Sonia Stamm

Lisa and Chris Slager

Parker Snowe and Leslie Friedman
Cabrina and Nicholas Stanek
Francy and Fred Strathmann
Christine and Ben Suplick
Meagan and Tony Watkins

Carl Weis

FRIENDS EDUCATION EQUITY
COLLABORATIVE -
THE COLLABORATIVE
Dental Arts on the Square -

Phyllis and Manley Mincer
Donn and Holly Guthrie
Allyson and Jeffery Lehrman
Linvilla Orchards

*deceased
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MPFS COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP AWARD: Friends Education Equity Collaborative

At the Cornerstone Award Breakfast, we also presented
the first MPFS Community Partnership Award to the
Friends Education Equity Collaborative for its exemplary
leadership in partnership with our school. As a scholarship
organization that provides funding to make a transforma-
tive Friends education accessible to the broadest base of
students and families, the Collaborative fosters the growth
of Quaker education while building community among
Friends schools. MPES is a founding member of the Col-
laborative, which raises funds through the Educational
Improvement Tax Credit (EITC) and Opportunity Scholar-
ship Tax Credit (OSTC) programs.

Friends Collaborative Co-chairs Jeff Markovitz and John
Gilliland along with member Ralph Henninger accepted

the award on behalf of the organization. “This was quite

an ambitious goal of working together to lift up the most
vulnerable while empowering the shared mission among the
schools,” Jeff says. He notes that by working with a broad
collation of schools and individuals, the Collaborative’s
purpose and path have been slowly revealed to them each
step of the way. “[The] largest reveal was that together we
can achieve so much more than we could ever accomplish
by ourselves,” he says. “Our original goal of providing some
additional marginal funding to our small schools was not
our purpose—our purpose is to ensure economic diversity
in the enrollment of all schools and to nurture and bolster
the health and vieality of our Friends school community.”

COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP AWARD... | Conlinued on page 11

PLANNED GIVING: The 1876 Society

We were glad to recognize during our Cornerstone
event the members of our planned giving community,
the 1876 Society, who support MPES through bequests,
charitable gift annuities, trusts and other planned giving
arrangements. This support is vital to the School’s work
and future. The 1876 Society, named after the year Friends
was founded, recognizes those in our community who have
included the MPFS in their estate plans. Head of School
Earl Sissell expressed our gratitude:

Members of the 1876 Society, because of you and
those before you, students at MPES grow in a nurturing
environment, informed by Quaker testimonies, filled with
both academic vigor and rich opportunities for character
development. Your support helps advance an experiential
curriculum that prepares children with essential academic
skills necessary to succeed in a changing world.

Your commitment supports the school’s dedication to
creating a community of lifelong learners who embrace and

1876 SOCIETY MEMBERS
Alice Trimble Pennell Allen*
Donna Noonan Allen

Wayne* & June Evans
George S. Forsythe ‘45

respect diversity in all its forms. You help make possible
innovative programming that fuels students’ curiosity and
passion and teaches them that they are members of a global
community. It also makes this uniquely wransformative edu-
cation possible for students who would not otherwise have
the opportunity to attend our school.

Through your decision to make a planned gift, you
ensure the longevity of MPFS — and for this we thank you.

Lynn and William Oberfield
Ken & Donna Park

Anonymous Susan K. Garrison
Sam & Barbara Rose Caldwell Bancroft “Bink” Haviland*
David & Margaret Camp Bruce E. Hunt

Katherine & William Camp*
Ginny Christensen

Nancy C. DeMis & Bruce Turetsky
Nancy Fitts Donaldson ‘37
Geraldine Donovan

John & Deborah Ehleiter

Jessica & Gifford Eldredge

Marian D. Elkinton*
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Patricia D. Hunt

Eugene E & Tracey Jarrell
Joan Baker Krehnbrink ‘68
Murry Engle Lauser*
Cynthia McGoff

Phyllis and Manley Mincer
Emily Myers

Paul Ness

Wayne Peischl & Greta Hudak
Mary and William D. Ravdin*
Paul and Mary Ann Restall*
William K. Scull

Harry & Susan Shreckengast
Earl Sissell

Doris E. Tirado

James Tyson Carson

Louise Wells*

William T. and Ann Windsor*
Althea & Douglas Whyte*

*Deceased



Over the next five issues of Dragon Tales, we will
be spotlighting a different Quaker testimony (also
known as the SPICES), and with help from faculty,
staff, and students, we'll explore how each testi-

mony is put into practice at MPFS and how fami-
lies can instill these values at home! Look back at
the Spring 2017 issue for our spotlight on Peace.

At its root, the Quaker testimony of Integrity is defined
as consistency in word and in deed. According to the
American Friends Service Committee, “...(the testimony
of Integrity) means speaking the truth to all, including
people in positions of power. Friends do not take oaths
when appearing in a court of law, rejecting the idea that
there is one standard of truth for daily living and another
for the court.” However, there is more to this testimony
than simply to speak your truth.

Teacher Lisa Dainton, preschool teacher at MPFS, says
thar for her, the testimony means to speak your truth even
if it is hard or uncomfortable in the moment. “The trick
is to figure out how to speak your truth but frame it in a
helpful way,” says T. Lisa. When it comes to intentional
teaching of the testimony of integrity, 1. Lisa says that in
her preschool classroom, she leads by example. That means
being open and honest with students. T. Lisa says she does
not shy away from being truthful with her young stu-
dents, even when the truth is complex. For example, when
students walk to the Food Bank with their partner class to
C]Iop off donations she says, “...there is a certain amount
of honesty there. Some people don't have enough money
or enough food. That is eye opening and maybe a little
scary to the kids. We try to frame it under the umbrella of
‘this is how we all try to help each other.””

In the classroom, the testimony of integrity is woven
into many collaborative and research-based assignments.
Third grade teacher Shannon Hohl conducts a lesson on
argumentation with her students and she finds honesty
and integrity to be integral to this challenge assignment.
“They have to maintain the integrity of the argument.
They can't just interject with their personal thoughts
or opinions they really have to do it based on facts and
evidence and support that,” says T. Shannon. “They
work really hard to use facts and evidence to support that
claim.” T. Shannon finds that after this unit, her students
are more mature in both the way they present themselves
and how they tackle future assignments.

From an academic standpoint, the testimony of in-
tegrity plays a large role in lessons around proper research

TESTIMONY. SPOTLIGHT: B\ Ne1a18%

Students work together to cook cassercles for Media
Monthly Meeting who will serve meals at the Life Center of
Eastern Delware County

habits. Starting in fifth grade and continuing throughout
middle school, students are instructed in citation and
plagiarism. For Teacher Donna Svinis, technology teacher,
believes students must start developing good habits with
citations in preparing students for high school and beyond.
“Tt can be easy to lose track of what’s your idea and some-
one else’s when your doing a lot of Internet research,” says
T. Donna. She covers the idea of copyright, intellectual
property, and of course, basic rules for citing a source from
print to digital.

In the Makerspace, a classroom dedicated to encourag-
ing students to create using high-tech and low-tech tools,
students learn the delicate balance of collaboration and
citing sources when necessary. “There’s a creative aspect to
this idea of giving credit and being honest,” says T. Donna.
“When you put an idea out and then get more minds on
it, the ideas that come out of that are limitless. Things can
develop so much farther.”

Beyond “consistency in word and deed,” the testimony
of Integrity is one that seamlessly weaves its way through-
out the ethos and community spirit of Media-Providence
Friends School. Though seemingly abstract in nature, it
is intentionally taught in the classroom to students of all
ages. As with all of the foundational lessons learned at
MPES, this testimony serves our students both academi-
cally as well emotionally and paves the way for bright,
healthy futures. To learn more about Friends education
and Quaker values, visit the About MPFES tab at
mpfs.org/about-mpfs.
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SPOTLIGHT 4
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WC arc VC[Y Pleased to feature Teachef Shirley

Wright Kamara in this issue. Though she is not one

for the spotlight, she is a steadfast and valued member
of the MPFS teaching community and we thank her for

sharing her words with us. Read on to learn more about
T. Shirley’s journey at MPES:

How long have you been teaching at MPES?
Since 1989!

Where did you teach before joining the MPFS
community?

I've worked with the Child Guidance Clinic and the
Pennsylvania Department of Education. I have taught in
public and private schools from preschool through college
ages. Each group has a unique set of joys and challenges.

Why did you choose teaching as a profession?
I wanted to make an impact on the world, on my
community. I felt I could do that as a teacher.

Why did you choose MPES as a teacher?

I was initially introduced to MPES when [ was looking
for schools for my son. [ was drawn to the community
feeling. I thought it would be a nice “village” to raise my
child in. As a Friend, teaching, and being able to be an
educator in a Friends school lets my life speak in a posi-
tive way as | embrace the SPICES and seek the Light in
every child. I am excited to teach where we are able to
urge students to seck joy each day and to celebrate our
community and each other.

‘What do you find unique about teaching at MPFS
compared to other schools?

I especially love having mixed aged activities and groups.
I love being able to fine-tune and tailor lessons to meet
the needs of the students who are right in front of me and
engage students with multi-sensory activities. I am able to
do deep, intimate work with children. I see the transfor-
martion kids go through from September to June. There’s
a real marurity there and they become so reflective and
fesilieﬂt. I thlnl{ that they arc empowe[ed to go out aﬂd
change the world.

What do think are MPFS’ greatest strengths?
At MPES we are able to nurture the whole child. I get to
partner with parents who are 100 percent vested in their
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child’s education. I appreciate the opportunities to teach
academics using cutting edge techniques.

What would you want parents to know about what
goes on inside the classroom every day at MPFS?

We are able to help students find answers to satisfy their
wonderings, become more metacognitive about their
personal learning styles, push through challenging tasks,
evaluate and reflect on choices they make, put values into
action, learn resiliency and become self~efficacious as we
consider and apply current valid scientific research.

What strikes you most about MPFS students?

I get excited when alums visit and share how MPES has
impacted their lives in diverse ways. It is very satisfying when
students remember in detail a project, trip, or storytelling
session. I marvel at how critical thinking and exposure to
multiple perspectives at MPFS has led to, and continue to
lead, students to make choices that have an impact.

What are some of the ways you prepare students for the
next level in their education?

To be critical thinkers and problem solvers. It helps kids to
pause and be mindful in their thinking. I ask kids not to
think of their first answer burt to think of their best answer,

TEACHER SHIRLEY... | Continued on page 11



COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP AWARD... | Continued from page 8

Thanking Media Monthly Meeting, Providence Monthly
Meeting, Parker Snowe and the members of the School
Committee, Earl Sissell, Cynthia McGoff, and the MPFS
school community — and giving a special thanks to Drew
Smith of Friends Council on Education and the FCE Board
for their tireless and unwavering support — John addressed
the room on behalf of the Collaborative:

This award is not about us. It is about the member
schools, their Heads of School, and their Trustees, includ-
ing MPES. We are all working together as a group to
foster the growth of Quaker education by providing much
needed scholarship funding. To date, we have raised a little
over $2,000,000 with 15 participating schools receiving
$1,033,833 in the 2016-17 academic year and guaranteeing
the same amount in the 2017-18 academic year.

[Our] efforts began about five years ago when 10 small
Quaker schools first met to understand each school’s ability
to raise funds for their schools. Those present quickly de-
termined that we could best support our schools through a
collaborative effort rather than working individually. Today
we have about 20 Quaker schools participating, including
Quaker elementary schools and K-12 schools.

Collaboration has led to measurable success and has
created significant economic efficiencies as the cost of the
effort is distributed across participating schools. More
importantly, we are able to offer participating schools ad-
ditional tools in support of their EITC and OSTC efforts.
We know the program can be complicated, so we have
assembled knowledgeable professionals who understand the
intricacies of the program enabling all schools to leverage

(Pictured left to right) Earl Sissell, John Gilliland,
Jeff Markovitz, Ralph Henninger, Parker Snowe

increased expertise through these professionals.

Recently, the Friends Collaborative has applied for ad-
ditional funding in the current Pennsylvania State budget
cycle and we are optimistic that we will be approved soon.
Hopefully, many of your friends and associates can join this
remarkable effort.

Quaker education, and the lessons it teaches, have never
been more important in our world, and we believe that the
work of the Friends Collaborative is crucial for the future
health of our communities.

Thank You! We are honored to receive this award on
behalf of all our member schools.

Find out more about the Friends Education Equity
Collaborative and how you can support these efforts by
contacting MPES Director of Development Cynthia
McGoff (610-565-1960 x106; cmegoft@fox.mpfs.org) and
at https://www.mpfs.org/feec on our website.

TEACHER SHIRLEY... | Continued from page 10

to think from many perspectives, to come up with different
answers. And to always be open to change as they learn
new information. We evaluate and reflect at the end of our
lesson to make all types of connections using all the tools
we have.

‘What stands out to you about the staff at MPFS?
There is a collective wisdom among the teaching staff that
is a tremendous resource for me. Although I have multiple
college degrees and continue to take postgraduate courses
and workshops, 1 learn something new, stimulating,
rewarding and wonderful from the students I teach and
encounter at MPFES daily. I never feel like I am in this
alone. T feel like T am connected to everybody else here.

What are some of your hobbies or interests outside

of teaching?

I enjoy taking walks and playing with my rescue dog,
Duchi Dash. I volunteer with Food Security Organizations.
I work with adult litcracy programs. I practicc mindfulness.

I R
“Are you following along?”

()

instagram.com/mediaprovidencefriendsschool

facebook.com/media.providence.friends

“er s

twitter.com/mpfs
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